
 

  

 
Overview  
Since 2014, FRA has been publishing an annual update of the forced return monitoring systems EU Member States have set up under Article 8 (6) of the EU’s Return Directive (2008/115/EC). This overview describes 
different indicators for an effective forced return monitoring system. It includes the organisation responsible for monitoring forced return, the number of operations monitored in 2021, the phases of monitored return 
operations, the number of staff trained and working as monitors, and whether the monitoring body issued public reports about their monitoring. All EU Member States have some form of return monitoring by law. But 
in practice, gaps persist and independent oversight can remain an issue; for example, if the main monitoring entity is closely connected to the authority responsible for returns. Without sufficient separation between 
the two, a monitoring system may not be considered entirely effective. In some EU Member States, only very few operations are monitored or the monitoring is limited to the pre-return phase and does not cover in-
flight and arrival phases of return. These are equally essential. Developments over the years also show that the implementation of national monitoring systems is not linear. Particularly where it is project-based or 
based on a temporary agreement between the authority and the monitoring entity, an adequate forced return monitoring system may be in place but gaps re-emerge when the funding ends. Also in 2021, the Covid-
19 pandemic continued to considerably affect the number of returns in the EU. Consequently, return monitoring figures remained low in 2021.  
 
The table below compares developments in EU Member States. The overview does not cover the pool of forced return monitors operating under the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, Frontex.  
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EUMS Year Independent 
system to 
monitor 

forced returns 
in operation* 

Legal source providing 
for monitoring forced 

return 

Organisation 
responsible for 

monitoring forced 
return 

Is the monitoring 
body at 

the same 
time the National 

Preventive 
Mechanism?** 

Reporting Number of monitored national 
operations (excluding intra-EU and 

Dublin transfers)*** 

N
um

ber of staff w
ho 

w
orked as m

onitors 

N
um

ber of staff trained as 
m

onitors 

Phases of 
monitored 
operations 

(pre-return; in- 
flight; handover) 

Report on each 
operation? 

Public report(s) By air  
 
 

by land 

 
 

by 
sea 

N
um

ber of 
m

onitored Frontex 
operations 

 
Charter flights 

 
Com

m
ercial 

flights 

AT 2021 
(X) 

Aliens Police 
Act (Fremdenpolizeigesetz, 
FPG) §46, read together 
with §10 Alien Police Act – 
Operative 
Act (Fremdenpolizeigesetz- 
Durchführungsverordnung, 
FPG-DV) 

Since 1 January 
2021  
Federal Agency 
for Reception 
and Support 
Services 
(Bundesagentur 
für Betreuungs- 
und 
Unterstützungsl
eistungen) 

– an externalised 
entity of the 
Ministry of the 
Interior 
(previously 
responsible – the 
NGO Human 
Rights 
Association) 

 

No Yes No public reports 38 0 0 0 38 7 7 All phases 

https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004469&FassungVom=2012-09-26
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004469&FassungVom=2012-09-26
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004469&FassungVom=2012-09-26
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004469&FassungVom=2012-09-26
https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/GeltendeFassung.wxe?Abfrage=Bundesnormen&Gesetzesnummer=20004469&FassungVom=2012-09-26
https://www.bbu.gv.at/en
https://www.bbu.gv.at/en
https://www.bbu.gv.at/en
https://www.bbu.gv.at/en


 

BE 2021 
√ 

Royal Decree of 19 June 
2012 (Arrêté royal 
modifiant l'arrêté royal du 8 
octobre 1981 et l'arrêté 
royal du 20 juillet 
2001/Koninklijk besluit tot 
wijziging van het koninklijk 
besluit van 8 oktober 1981 
en het koninklijk besluit van 
20 juli 2001), Art. 5 

General Inspectorate 
of the Federal Police 
and the Local Police 
(AIG) (Inspection 
générale de la police 
fédérale et de la police 
locale/Algemene 
inspectie van de 
federale politie en van 
de lokale politie) 

No Yes 2021 Annual Report 
 

7 125 0 0 1 4 4 124 operations: pre-
return phase  
9 operations: all phases; 
 
 

 

http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2012061904&table_name=loi
http://www.ejustice.just.fgov.be/cgi_loi/change_lg.pl?language=fr&la=F&cn=2012061904&table_name=loi
http://www.aigpol.be/
http://www.aigpol.be/
http://www.aigpol.be/
http://www.aigpol.be/
https://www.aigpol.be/aigpol/sites/aigpol/files/attachments/20220331-AIG-Controle%20op%20de%20gedwongen%20terugkeer-Jaarverslag%202021.pdf


 

   
 

BG 2021 
√ Aliens Act (Закон за 

чужденците в Р 
България), Art. 39a (2) 

Ombudsman 
(О�мбудсманът)  

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report 0 4 0 0 0 2 2 Pre-return phase  

CY 2021 
√ Aliens and Immigration Law 

(Cap 105) (Ο περί 
Αλλοδαπών και 
Μεταναστεύσεως Νόμος 
(ΚΕΦ 105)), Art. 18Π (6) 

Office of the 
Commissioner for 
Administration and the 
Protection of Human 
Rights (Ombudsman) 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published  

0 137 0 0 0 4 4 Pre-return phase 
 

CZ 2021 
√ 

Act No. 349/1999 Coll. on 
the Public Defender of 
Rights Act, Section 1, Art. 6 
and further amendments 

Ombudsman, Public 
Defender of Rights 
(PDR) (Veřejný 
ochránce práv, VOP) 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published 

0 1 2 0 2 2 3 All phases 

DE 2021  (X) 
 
 
 
 

 

Decree of the Federal 
Ministry of the Interior, 
Building and Community, 15 
February 2017 
(Bundesministerium des 
Innern, für Bau und Heimat), 
Internal decree, not public 

Federal Office for 
Migration and 
Refugees 

No Yes No public reports 20 0 0 0 20 2 4 All phases 

No legal basis at federal 
level 

Fora at various 
airports:**** 
BB: Forum 
Abschiebungsbeobacht 
ung Berlin- 
Brandenburg; 
NRW: Diakonie; 
FR: Diakonie and 
Caritasverband für die 
Diözese Limburg e.V.; 
HH: Diakonie 

BB: No BB: Yes BB: 2020 and 2021 
Annual Report (in 

German) 

BB: 0 BB: 50 BB: 0 BB: 0 BB: 26 BB: 2 BB: 2 Pre-return phase 

Monitoring forced returns 
as part of the NPM mandate 

Nationale Stelle zur 
Verhütung von Folter 

Yes 
 

 

Yes 2021 Annual Report (in 
German) 

4 0 0 0 0 3 0 Pre-return phase 

DK 2021 
√ Jan.-May 2021 

Aliens Act 
(Consolidation Act No. 
1061 of 18 August 
2010, and further 
amendments), Art. 30a 
 
June 2021-present 
Hjemrejseloven 
(Act on Return, Act No. 
982 of 25 May 2021, 
and further 
amendments), Art 19 

Parliamentary 
Ombudsman 
(Folketingets 
Ombudsmand) 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published 

4 1 0 0 0 1 3 1 operation: pre-return 
phase  
4 operations: all phases  
 
 

EE 2021 
√ Obligation to Leave and 

Prohibition on Entry Act 
(Väljasõidukohustuse ja 
sissesõidukeelu seadus), RT 
I, 15 March 2014, 98, 21 
October 1998, Art. 6 (4) 

Estonian Red Cross 
(Eesti Punane Rist) 

No Yes No public reports 0 53 1 0 0 3 1  54 operations: pre-
return phase; 
9 operations: in-flight; 
6 operations: all phases 

http://lex.bg/bg/laws/ldoc/2134455296
http://www.ombudsman.bg/
http://www.cylaw.org/nomoi/enop/non-ind/0_105/full.html
http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/Ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/Ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/Ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/Ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
http://www.ombudsman.gov.cy/Ombudsman/ombudsman.nsf/index_en/index_en?OpenDocument
https://www.legislationline.org/download/id/4103/file/La-Defender_human_rights_2009_ENG.pdf
https://www.ochrance.cz/en/
https://www.ochrance.cz/en/
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html
https://www.bamf.de/EN/Startseite/startseite_node.html
http://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/beratung-hilfe/flucht-und-migration/abschiebungsbeobachtung/
http://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/beratung-hilfe/flucht-und-migration/abschiebungsbeobachtung/
http://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/beratung-hilfe/flucht-und-migration/abschiebungsbeobachtung/
http://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/beratung-hilfe/flucht-und-migration/abschiebungsbeobachtung/
https://www.ekir.de/www/mobile/service/abschiebebeobachtung30588.php
https://www.diakonie-frankfurt-offenbach.de/ich-suche-hilfe/fluechtlinge/abschiebungsbeobachtung/
https://www.dicv-limburg.de/
https://www.dicv-limburg.de/
https://www.diakonie-hamburg.de/de/presse/pressemitteilungen/Diakonie-Abschiebungsbeobachter-am-Hamburg-Airport-legt-Jahresbericht-vor/
https://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/cms/contents/caritas-brandenburg/medien/dokumente/taetigkeitsbericht-f4/taetigkeitsbericht_fabb_fuer_die_jahre_2020_und_2021.pdf?d=a&f=pdf
https://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/cms/contents/caritas-brandenburg/medien/dokumente/taetigkeitsbericht-f4/taetigkeitsbericht_fabb_fuer_die_jahre_2020_und_2021.pdf?d=a&f=pdf
https://www.caritas-brandenburg.de/cms/contents/caritas-brandenburg/medien/dokumente/taetigkeitsbericht-f4/taetigkeitsbericht_fabb_fuer_die_jahre_2020_und_2021.pdf?d=a&f=pdf
https://www.nationale-stelle.de/en/home.html
https://www.nationale-stelle.de/en/home.html
https://www.nationale-stelle.de/fileadmin/dateiablage/Dokumente/Berichte/Jahresberichte/NSzVvF_Jahresbericht_2021_110522_web.pdf
https://www.nationale-stelle.de/fileadmin/dateiablage/Dokumente/Berichte/Jahresberichte/NSzVvF_Jahresbericht_2021_110522_web.pdf
https://www.retsinformation.dk/Forms/R0710.aspx?id=138340
https://www.retsinformation.dk/eli/lta/2021/982
http://en.ombudsmanden.dk/
http://en.ombudsmanden.dk/
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/12751464?leiaKehtiv
https://www.riigiteataja.ee/akt/12751464?leiaKehtiv
https://redcross.ee/


 

   

EL 2021 
√ Law 3907/2011 

(transposing Directive 
2008/115/EC), Art. 23 (6); 
Joint Ministerial Decision 
4000/4/57-ια’/2014, Art. 3 

Greek Ombudsman 
(Συνήγορος του 
Πολίτη) 

Yes 
 
 

Yes 
 

2021 Annual Report: 
Special report 2021 on 
return of third country 

nationals 
 

2 0 1 0 8 19 26 11 operations: all 
phases 

ES 2021 
√ Organic Act 3/1981 of 6 

April regarding the Defensor 
del Pueblo, as amended, 
and Rules of the 
Organisation and Functions 
of the Defensor del Pueblo 

Ombudsman 
(Defensor del Pueblo) 

Yes 
 

Yes  2021 Annual Report 8 0 0 0 8 6 6 2 operations: pre-
return phase; 
6 operations: pre -
return phase and in 
flight;  
8 operations: all 
phases. 
 

FI 2021 
√ Aliens Act 

(ulkomaalaislaki/utlänningsl 
ag), No. 301/2004, Section 
152 (b) 

Non-Discrimination 
Ombudsman 
(Yhdenvertaisuusvaltu 
utettu) 

No Yes No public reports 4 1 1 0 0 3 4 5 operations: all phases; 
1 operation: pre-return 
phase. 

FR 2021 
√ Law 2007-1545 of 30 

October 2007 establishing a 
General inspector of all 
places of deprivation of 
liberty, Art. 1 

General Inspector of 
All Places of 
Deprivation of Liberty 
(Contrôleur General 
des lieux de privation 
de liberté) 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published 

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 n/a 

HR 2021 
√ Foreigners Act (Zakon o 

strancima) (OG 133/20), 
Art. 204; and Ordinance on 
the Treatment of Third-
Country Nationals (Pravilnik 
o postupanju prema 
državljanima trećih zemalja) 
(OG 68/2018), Arts. 40-45 

Croatian Law Centre 
(Hrvatski pravni 
centar) 

No Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

HU 2021 
√ Act No. II of 2007 on the 

Entry and Stay of Third-
Country Nationals (2007. évi 
II. törvény a harmadik 
országbeli állampolgárok 
beutazásáról és 
tartózkodásáról), Art. 65 (9); 
20/2014. (XII.23.) Chief 
Prosecutor’s Instruction 
about the judicial 
supervisory competence of 
the penal supervisory and 
legal protection prosecutor, 
Arts. 2 (i) and 13 

Prosecution Service of 
Hungary 
(Magyarország 
Ügyészsége) 

No Yes No public reports 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 All phases 

IE*** 
** 

2021  No monitoring system in 
law 

No monitoring system 
in law 

   
    

 
  

 

IT 2021 
√ Law No. 10/2014 of 21 

February 2014, Art. 7 
National Guarantor for 
the Rights of Persons 
Deprived of Liberty 
(Garante nazionale dei 
diritti delle persone 
private della liberta’ 
personale) 

Yes 
 

 

No 
 

 

Report on the monitoring 
activity of forced return 

operations of foreign 
citizens (January 2019 – 

June 2021); 
2021 Annual Report to the 

Italian Parliament (in 
Italian) 

 

22 0 0 0 5 14 50 All phases 

 

 

http://www.refworld.org/docid/4da6ee7e2.html
https://www.synigoros.gr/resources/docs/epistrofes.pdf
https://www.synigoros.gr/resources/docs/epistrofes.pdf
http://www.synigoros.gr/?i=stp.en
https://www.synigoros.gr/en
https://www.synigoros.gr/en
https://www.synigoros.gr/en
https://www.synigoros.gr/en
https://www.defensordelpueblo.es/en/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/06/LOIngles.pdf
https://www.defensordelpueblo.es/en/
https://www.defensordelpueblo.es/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Informe_2021_MNP.pdf
http://www.finlex.fi/fi/laki/ajantasa/2004/20040301
https://syrjinta.fi/en/ombudsman
https://syrjinta.fi/en/ombudsman
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000000279700
https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/jorf/id/JORFTEXT000000279700
http://www.cglpl.fr/en/
http://www.cglpl.fr/en/
http://www.cglpl.fr/en/
https://mup.gov.hr/UserDocsImages/zakoni/ALIENS%20ACT%20(Official%20Gazette%20No%20133_2020).pdf
http://www.propisi.hr/print.php?id=7207
http://www.propisi.hr/print.php?id=7207
http://www.propisi.hr/print.php?id=7207
http://www.hpc.hr/
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4979cae12.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4979cae12.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4979cae12.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4979cae12.pdf
https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/4979cae12.pdf
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://njt.hu/cgi_bin/njt_doc.cgi?docid=173339.361045
http://ugyeszseg.hu/en/
http://ugyeszseg.hu/en/
http://www.gazzettaufficiale.it/eli/id/2014/02/21/14A01371/sg
http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/
http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/
http://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/resources/cms/documents/4f09ca71e4242b1ab9345260f6b0085b.pdf
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/resources/cms/documents/4f09ca71e4242b1ab9345260f6b0085b.pdf
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/resources/cms/documents/4f09ca71e4242b1ab9345260f6b0085b.pdf
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/resources/cms/documents/4f09ca71e4242b1ab9345260f6b0085b.pdf
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/resources/cms/documents/4f09ca71e4242b1ab9345260f6b0085b.pdf
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/it/pub_rel_par.page
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/it/pub_rel_par.page
https://www.garantenazionaleprivatiliberta.it/gnpl/it/pub_rel_par.page


 

   

LT 2021 
√ 

Law on the Legal Status of 
Aliens (Istatymas Dėl 
užsieniečių teisinės 
padėties), No. IX-2206, 29 
April 2004 and further 
amendments, Art. 126 (2); 
Order No 1V-279/A1-196 of 
the Minister of the Interior 
and Minister of Social 
Security and Labour of the 
Republic of Lithuania ‘On 
approving the Description of 
the monitoring’s execution 
of removal of foreigners 
from the Republic of 
Lithuania’ of 10 April 2015 

Diversity Development 
Group 
from September 2020 

No Yes 2021 Report on Monitoring 
of expulsion of aliens 

(Užsieniečių išsiuntimo 
stebėsenos ataskaita, in 

Lithuanian); 
 

2021 Report on Monitoring 
of expulsion of aliens 

(Užsieniečių išsiuntimo 
stebėsenos ataskaita, Apr. 

2021-Feb. 2022, in 
Lithuanian)  

0 8 0 0 0 2 2 Mostly pre return phase, 
occasionally all phases 

Lithuanian Red Cross 
Society (Lietuvos 
Raudonojo Kryžiaus 
draugija) until March 
2020 

LU 2021 
√ Immigration law of 25 June 

2013, Arts. 109-116 and 
Grand-ducal decree of 26 
September 2008 
(coordinated text of 22 
August 2011), Art. 6 (2) 

Luxembourg Red Cross 
(Croix-Rouge 
luxembourgeoise) 

No Yes 2021 Annual Report not 
yet published 

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a  

LV 2021 
√ 

Immigration Law 
(Imigrācijas likums), Art. 50 
(7) 

Ombudsman’s Office 
(Tiesībsarga birojs) 

Yes 
 

Yes 2021 Annual Report (in 
Latvian)  

0 0 1 0 0 4 12 All phases 

MT 2021 
√ Board of Visitors for 

Detained Persons 
Regulations, Legal Notice 
266 of 2007, Subsidiary 
Legislation 217.08, Art. 3 (g) 

Monitoring Board for 
Detained Persons 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual report not 
yet published 

0 4 0 0 0 3 2 
 

All phases 

NL 2021 
√ Aliens Return Monitoring 

Regulation (Regeling 
toezicht terugkeer 
vreemdelingen) Law Gazette 
(Staatscourant) of 23 
December 2013, No. 35638 

Inspectorate of Justice 
and Security (Inspectie 
Justitie en Veiligheid) 

Yes Yes 2021 Annual Report (in 
Dutch) 

 

n/a 11 0 0 20 7 7 Mostly all phases  

PL 2021 
√ 

Act on foreigners (Ustawa z 
dnia 12 grudnia 2013 r. o 
cudzoziemcach, Dz.U. 2020 
poz. 35), 12 December 
2013, Art. 333; Ordinance of 
Ministry of Internal Affairs 
of 18 April 2014 on the 
presence of NGO 
representatives during 
activities concerning the 
return of foreigners to the 
border or to an airport or 
seaport of the state to 
which he/she is to be 
brought 

Various NGOs e.g. 
Helsinki Foundation for 
Human Rights, 
Rule of Law Institute 
Foundation, 
Halina Nieć Legal Aid 
Centre 
MultiOcalenie 
Foundation 

No Yes No public reports 0 0 0 0 0 0 24 n/a 

https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.232378?jfwid=q8i88m808
https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.232378?jfwid=q8i88m808
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/en/
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/en/
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IOS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IOS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IOS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IOS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/IOS_v5-1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
https://www.diversitygroup.lt/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/PMIF_IOS_Ataskaita_2022_v1.pdf
http://www.redcross.lt/en/
http://www.redcross.lt/en/
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/2013/0113/a113.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/2013/0113/a113.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/2011/0180/a180.pdf
http://www.legilux.public.lu/leg/a/archives/2011/0180/a180.pdf
http://www.croix-rouge.lu/en/
http://www.likumi.lv/doc.php?id=68522
http://www.tiesibsargs.lv/en
https://www.tiesibsargs.lv/uploads/content/tiesibsargs_2021gada_zinojums_final_1650487523.pdf
https://www.tiesibsargs.lv/uploads/content/tiesibsargs_2021gada_zinojums_final_1650487523.pdf
http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=9563&l=1
http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=9563&l=1
http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=9563&l=1
https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Government%20of%20Malta/Ministries%20and%20Entities/Officially%20Appointed%20Bodies/Pages/Boards/Monitoring-Board-for-Detained-Persons-.aspx
https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Government%20of%20Malta/Ministries%20and%20Entities/Officially%20Appointed%20Bodies/Pages/Boards/Monitoring-Board-for-Detained-Persons-.aspx
http://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0034490/
http://wetten.overheid.nl/BWBR0034490/
https://www.inspectie-jenv.nl/
https://www.inspectie-jenv.nl/
https://www.inspectie-jenv.nl/Publicaties/jaarverslagen/2022/03/31/jaarbericht-2021
https://www.inspectie-jenv.nl/Publicaties/jaarverslagen/2022/03/31/jaarbericht-2021
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/DetailsServlet?id=WDU20130001650
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
https://www.dziennikustaw.gov.pl/D2014000053401.pdf
http://www.hfhr.pl/en/
http://www.hfhr.pl/en/
http://panstwoprawa.org/en/
http://panstwoprawa.org/en/
https://www.pomocprawna.org/
https://www.pomocprawna.org/
http://multiocalenie.org.pl/
http://multiocalenie.org.pl/


 

   

PT 2021 
√ 

Decree-Law no. 22/2021, of 
March 15th (PRESIDÊNCIA 
DO CONSELHO DE 
MINISTROS Decreto-Lei n.º 
22/2021, de 15 março) 
Act 23/2007, of July, 4th 
(Foreign Nationals Act) 
Article 180-A, para. 4, 
subparagraph. c) (Lei n.º 
23/2007, de 4 de julho (Lei 
de Estrangeiros), Artigo 
180.º-A, n.º 4, alínea c) 
Ministerial Order n.º. 
11102/2014, of August, 
25th (Despacho do 
Ministério da Administração 
Interna n.º 11102/2014, de 
25 de Agosto) 
Ministerial Regulation n.º. 
10728/2015 of September, 
16th (Despacho do 
Ministério da Administração 
Interna n.º 10728/2015, de 
16 de Setembro)1 

General Inspectorate 
of Home Affairs 
(Inspeção-geral da 
Administração Interna, 
IGAI) 

No Yes Monitoring/Return 
operations in 2021  

 
2021 Annual Report not yet 

published  

0 9 1 0 0 8 8 32 operations: pre-
return phase 
10 operations: all 
phases 
4 operations: all phases 
(related to refusals of 
entry in the national 
territory) 
 

RO 2021 
√ Government Ordinance No. 

25/2014 (Ordonanța 
Guvernului nr. 25/2014 
privind încadrarea în muncă 
şi detaşarea străinilor pe 
teritoriul României), Official 
Gazette No. 640 of 30 
August 2014, Art. 98 

Romanian National 
Council for Refugees 
(Consiliul Național 
Român pentru 
Refugiați, CNRR) (NGO) 

No Yes 2021 Annual Report not yet 
published 

 

3 48 4 0 8 5 5 35 operations: Pre-return 
phase  
20 operations: All phases 
 

SE 2021 (X) 
Regulation (2007: 996) with 
instructions for the Swedish 
Migration Board, Section 3 
(21) 

Swedish Migration 
Agency 
(Migrationsverket) 

No Yes 
 

No public reports 
 

(Reports are public upon  
demand according to the  

Public Access to  
Information and Secrecy 

Act)  

3 5 0 0 8 4 5 16 operations: Pre-return 
15 operations: In-flight 
14 operations: All phases 

SI 2021 
√ 

Foreigners Act (Zakon o 
tujcih, ZTuj-2), 15 June 2011 
(Official Gazette No. 
50/2011, 27 June 2011), Art. 
69 (5)-(7) 

Caritas Slovenia No Yes No public reports 2 4 1 0 0 1 2 All phases 

SK 2021 
√ Act No. 404/2011 Coll. on 

residence of aliens (Zákon 
č. 404/2011 o pobyte 
cudzincov a zmene a 
doplnení niektorých 
zákonov), Art. 84 (8) 

Slovenská humanitná 
rada (NGO) 

No Yes 2021 Annual Report not yet 
published 

1 0 3 0 1 2 2 All phases 

Notes:  
* ‘Independent system to monitor forced returns in operation' means that a monitoring entity different from the authority responsible for returns has been appointed and has carried out some monitoring activities during the year.  
** National Preventive Mechanisms established under the 2002 Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture may monitor forced return operations under their mandate flowing from the Convention.  
*** In some Member States Frontex finances national return operations. Therefore, the indicated number of monitored Frontex operations may include these national operations.  
**** BB = Berlin/Brandenburg  

FR = Frankfurt  
HH = Hansestadt Hamburg  
 

 
1 The Ministerial Regulation 10728/2015 of September, still in force, stipulates the procedures that must be observed in order to allow the monitoring of forced return operations.  

https://dre.pt/application/file/a/159436981
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/159436981
http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?ficha=201&artigo_id&nid=920&pagina=3&tabela=leis&nversao&so_miolo
http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?ficha=201&artigo_id&nid=920&pagina=3&tabela=leis&nversao&so_miolo
http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?ficha=201&artigo_id&nid=920&pagina=3&tabela=leis&nversao&so_miolo
http://www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?ficha=201&artigo_id&nid=920&pagina=3&tabela=leis&nversao&so_miolo
https://dre.pt/application/file/56383323
https://dre.pt/application/file/56383323
https://dre.pt/application/file/56383323
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/70386260
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/70386260
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/70386260
https://www.igai.pt/pt/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.igai.pt/pt/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.igai.pt/pt/Atividades/MonitorizacoesOperacoesDeRetorno/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.igai.pt/pt/Atividades/MonitorizacoesOperacoesDeRetorno/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.legex.ro/Ordonanta-25-2014-135631.aspx
http://www.legex.ro/Ordonanta-25-2014-135631.aspx
http://www.cnrr.ro/index.php?lang=en
http://www.cnrr.ro/index.php?lang=en
https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/forordning-2007996-med-instruktion-for_sfs-2007-996
http://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals.html
http://www.migrationsverket.se/English/Private-individuals.html
https://www.government.se/4a72cf/contentassets/2ca7601373824c8395fc1f38516e6e03/public-access-to-information-and-secrecy.pdf
https://www.government.se/4a72cf/contentassets/2ca7601373824c8395fc1f38516e6e03/public-access-to-information-and-secrecy.pdf
https://www.government.se/4a72cf/contentassets/2ca7601373824c8395fc1f38516e6e03/public-access-to-information-and-secrecy.pdf
http://www.pisrs.si/Pis.web/pregledPredpisa?id=ZAKO5761
http://www.karitas.si/
https://www.zakonypreludi.sk/zz/2011-404
https://www.zakonypreludi.sk/zz/2011-404
https://www.shr.sk/
https://www.shr.sk/
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/70386260
https://dre.pt/application/file/a/70386260


 

NRW= North Rhine Westphalia 
 
***** Ireland is not bound by the Return Directive (2008/115/EC).  
 
n/a = information not available  
 
✔ Operational  
(✘) Partially operational  
✘ Not operational



 

 


