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Personal information 

   

Surname(s)  Kostelka  

First name(s)  Peter 

Country  Austria 

   

Current professional 

position 

 President of the Austrian Study Center for Peace and Conflict 

Resolution (ASPR) 

   

Position on the MB  Full member 

   

   

Term of office on MB  July 2017 – July 2022 

 

Additional 

Information 

   

  1968-1972: Master of Law at the University of Vienna 

1968-1972: Journalist for three regional newspapers covering 

Austrian politics 

1972-1973: Assistant Professor at the Institute for 

Constitutional and Administrative Law of the 

University of Vienna. Emphasis on constitutional 

affairs 

1974-1989: Advisor to the Social Democratic Group in the 

Austrian Parliament (National Council). Emphasis 

on constitutional affairs, human rights, science 

and research, education and internal affairs. 

Member of the Commission for the Reform of 

Federal Constitution in the Federal Chancellery, 

Member of the Commission on Fundamental and 

Human Rights in the Federal Chancellery et al. 

1985-1989: Secretary General of the Social Democratic 

Group in the Austrian Parliament (National 

Council) 

1990: Member of Parliament (Federal Council) 

1990-1994: Secretary of State at the Federal Chancellery 

1994–2001: Chairman of the Social Democratic Group in the 



 

 

MANAGEMENT BOARD MEMBERS 
 

PAGE 2/2 
 

Austrian Parliament (National Council). Member 

of Parliament and Chairman of the Constitutional 

Committee, Head of the Austrian delegation to 

the Western European Union, Head of the 

Austrian delegation to the Parliamentary 

Assembly of NATO 

2001-2013: Member of the Austrian Ombudsman Board. 

Elected by Parliament, responsible for monitoring 

public administration and protecting and 

promoting compliance with human rights, legal 

constitutional mandate for protecting human 

rights as a National Prevention Mechanism (NPM) 

2004–2013: Vice-President and Chairman of the European 

Region of the International Ombudsman 

Institute. International organisation of 175 

independent public sector ombudsman 

institutions worldwide that monitor and control 

public administration and/or have a human 

rights mandate. 

2009-2013: Secretary General of the International 

Ombudsman Institute 

from 2013: President of the Austrian Study Center for Peace 

and Conflict Resolution (ASPR). Independent, 

non-profit organization aiming to contribute to 

the promotion of peace and peaceful conflict 

resolution and to the dissemination of practical 

ideas for peace, including its developmental and 

environmental aspects. 

 


