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I. STRUCTURE INDICATORS
	Structure indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Has Slovakia ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 29? Please give details of any reservation.
	26 May 2010


	Has Slovakia ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 12? Please give details of any reservation.
	26 May 2010

	Has Slovakia ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 9? Please give details of any reservation.
	26 May 2010

	Please indicate the legislation which applies to European Parliament and municipal elections in your country. Please highlight possible amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.
Does the same law apply for national, federal, local and regional elections, and referendums?
	Law No. 331/2003 Coll. on Elections to the European Parliament (Zákon č. 331/2003 Z.z. o voľbách do Európskeho parlamentu)

Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 Z.z. o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky)

Law No. 303/2001 Coll. on Elections to the Bodies of Self-governing Regions and on the amendment to the Code of Civil Procedure (Zákon č. 303/2001 Z.z. o voľbách do orgánov samosprávnych krajov a o doplnení Občianskeho súdneho poriadku)

Law No. 346/1990 Coll. on Elections to the Municipal Bodies (Zákon č. 346/1990 Zb. o voľbách do orgánov samosprávy obcí)

Law No. 564/1992 Coll. on Referendum  (Zákon č. 564/1992 Zb. o spôsobe vykonania referenda)

The number of MEPs in the case of Slovakia in the 2014 EP elections remains the same.


	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote? If so, please specify the relevant legislation.
	There is no special legal regulation governing the obligation to register electors. Registration of electors is provided for by the permanent voters list and voting card.  

Pursuant to Article 4 (1) of Law No. 333/2004 on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), a permanent voters list (hereinafter the “permanent list”) is made and maintained by each municipality; in case of Bratislava, capital of the Slovak Republic, and Košice, the permanent list is made and maintained by each city district (hereinafter the “municipality”). In the permanent list, the municipality enters names of voters having a permanent residence in the territory of the Slovak Republic. Pursuant to Article 9 (1), voters unable to vote in the constituency they are registered with, may ask municipal authorities for a voting card. The fact that the voting card has been issued shall be recorded by the relevant local authority to its permanent list. (2) Voters may apply for the issuance of voting cards, not earlier than 30 days and not later than two days before the election day, during office hours of applicable municipal authorities. The municipal authorities shall issue voting cards on the day of filing the application. (4) The voting card entitles the voter to be registered in the list of voters in any other constituency. 

	Is there any limitation foreseen by law which could affect the right of persons with disabilities to vote in European Parliament and municipal elections? Please give details of any restrictions on the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including any link between a particular type of impairment (e.g. psychosocial/intellectual disability) or substituted decision making (e.g. loss of legal capacity, placement under guardianship)and the right to vote in elections.

Does the same law regarding voting rights apply for national, local/regional elections and referendums?
	Active voting rights of persons with disabilities are regulated by the Constitution, the Anti-discrimination Act and the Act on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic and the Act of the Slovak Republic on European Parliamentary Elections 2003
, respectively.
According to the law governing the elections to the National Parliament of the Slovak Republic, people who have been deprived of legal capacity do not have the right to vote or be elected.
 Section 2 of the Act of the Slovak Republic on European Parliamentary Elections (Electoral franchise) also stipulates that 

 The exercise of the electoral franchise shall be precluded by:

a) restrictions on personal freedom legally imposed for the protection of public health, b)  serving a prison sentence, imposed for committing very serious crimes, c) deprivation of legal capacity.
Persons may lose their legal capacity due to mental disorder which is not of a temporary character. The decision to take away or restrict persons’ legal capacity rests with courts of justice and is very seldom reversed or abolished; it applies to approximately 3% of all cases.
 The statistics on the total number of people who have been deprived of legal capacity are not available in Slovakia. Since 2001, the number of people deprived of legal capacity has fluctuated between 600 and 1,250 per year and shows a growing trend.
 
In January 2013, the NGO Mental Disability Advocacy Center announced that the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic (Ústavný súd Slovenskej republiky) had issued a decision in a case regarding deprivation of legal capacity in which it found violations of Articles 6, 8 and 14 of the European Convention on Human Rights and of Article 12 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

EU citizens have the right to vote at local level. They have to be at least 18 years old with permanent residence within the territory of the given municipality. The law stipulates barriers of the right to vote which are: detention, imprisonment, military service or disfranchisement.
 The same conditions apply at regional level.
 

Before the parliamentary elections in 2006, 2010 and 2012, the Slovak Library of Matej Hrebenda for Blind People (Slovenská knižnica Mateja Hrebendu pre nevidiacich) based in Levoča sponsored printing and distribution of all candidates’ lists in Braille Writing.
 These candidates’ lists along with their audio versions were distributed to all registered members of this library as well as to departments for blind people in other libraries around Slovakia and the Regional Centres of the Slovak Union of Blind and Weak-Sighted (Únia nevidiacich a slabozrakých Slovenska).
 

	Do all persons with disabilities have the right, under law, to stand for and be elected to public office, in municipal elections, on an equal basis with others? And in elections to the European Parliament?

Does the same election law apply for other elections (e.g. national, local and regional) and referendums?
	Section 2 (5) of   the Act of the Slovak Republic on European Parliamentary Elections stipulates that:  A citizen of another Member State shall not be entitled to vote in the elections if he has been deprived of his electoral franchise in the Member State of the European Union of which he is a citizen.  Section 3 states that ”a person elected a member of the European Parliament (hereinafter referred to as the “MEP”) must be:

a)  a citizen of the Slovak Republic who is at least 21 years old on polling day, has permanent residence in the Slovak Republic, and is not precluded from exercising his electoral franchise pursuant to section 2 (3) c) and (4), and 
b)  a citizen of another Member State who is at least 21 years old on polling day, has permission to reside permanently in the Slovak Republic, is not deprived of the right to stand for election in his home Member State of the European Union, and is not precluded from exercising his electoral franchise pursuant to 2 (3) b) and c).

	Is there legislation in place regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?
	Pursuant to Article 9 (1) of Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), voters unable to vote in the constituency they are registered with shall receive voting cards issued by municipal authorities at request and shall be deleted from the list of voters due to the issuance of a voting card. (2) Voters may apply for the issuance of voting cards, not earlier than 30 days and not later than two days before the election day, during office hours of applicable municipal authorities. The municipal authorities shall issue voting cards on the day of filing the application. (4) The voting card entitles the voter to be registered in the list of voters in any other constituency. 

Pursuant to Article 30 (8) of Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), voters with material limitations, particularly disability, may ask the district electoral commission to allow them to vote away from the polling station but only on the territory of the constituency for which the applicable district electoral commission has been established. To such voters, the district electoral commission shall dispatch at least two of its members equipped with a portable ballot box, official ballots and envelopes; the dispatched members of the district electoral commission shall make sure to preserve secrecy of the ballot. The district electoral commission shall mark participation of such voters in elections to both copies of the voters’ list immediately upon the return of the dispatched members of the district electoral commission and the portable ballot box to the polling station.

Pursuant to Article 12 (4) of Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), for persons who are resident in a health care facility, a social services facility or similar facility, or who are detained in a facility that is a police cell or prison, the polling district committee for the territory where such facility is located shall ensure in cooperation with the head of the respective facility that such persons are given the opportunity to exercise their right to vote. Where such persons do not have a permanent residence in the district, they shall vote by means of a voting card if they so request it. 

	Is there a duty under law to provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in voting procedures? For example, is there a duty to provide assistance at the polling station (e.g. braille or large print ballot papers, independent support person to assist with voting chosen by the person with a disability) or to allow for alternative means of voting (e.g. postal ballots, voting in advance, home-based voting, voting at institutions, mobile voting)?
	Those handicapped citizens who have legal capacity but are unable to fill in their ballot on account of their disability or their inability to read or write have the right to be accompanied to the polling booth by another voter to fill in the ballot in compliance with their instructions, provided it is not a member of the local electoral commission. Similarly, those handicapped citizens who are unable to cast their ballots by themselves on account of their disability may request another voter to do it for them and in their presence, provided it is not a member of the local electoral commission. Those handicapped citizens who are unable to come to the polling station due to serious reasons, particularly health ones, have the right to request the local electoral commission to send a portable ballot box to their address of residence.


	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of internet and web-based information to ensure that public information is subject to accessibility requirements (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)
	There is a duty for public administration (public administration and territorial self-government) based in Law No. 275/2006 Coll. on Public Administration Information Systems (Zákon č. 275/2006 Z.z. o informačných systémoch verejnej správy). Pursuant to Article 3 (1) of the law, the obligated person is in charge of the creation, maintenance and development of public administration information system and ensures the exercise of public administration in accordance with special legal regulation. (3) For the purpose of this law, the obligated persons include the following: a) ministries and other central state administration organs; b) the Office of Attorney General of the Slovak Republic, the Supreme Bureau of Supervision of the Slovak Republic, the Office for Healthcare Supervision, the Office for the Protection of Personal Data of the Slovak Republic, the Telecommunications Office of the Slovak Republic, the Postal Regulation Authority, the Office for the Regulation of Network Industries and other state administration organs; c) municipal and regional self-governments; d) the Office of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, the Office of the President of the Slovak Republic, the Office of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic, the Office of the Supreme Court of the Slovak Republic, the Office of the Judicial Council of the Slovak Republic, the Office of the Public Defender of Rights, the Nation’s Memory Institute, the Social Insurance Company, health insurance companies, the Press Agency of the Slovak Republic, the Slovak Television, the Slovak Radio, the Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission.

Article 3 does not specifically address web accessibility.

Mandatory accessibility requirements are specified in Article 14, of the Decree of the Ministry of Finance on Web content accessibility. All accessibility standards are set forth in Annex No. 1 of the Decree. 

Under law, this duty only concerns public internet providers. Private internet providers are not obliged to abide by the aforementioned legal regulations. 

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of media (including newspapers, TV, radio and internet) to ensure that their information and communications are subject to accessibility requirements?
	In the SR there are no legal regulations governing accessibility requirements relating specifically to political participation.

Law No. 308/2000 on Broadcasting and Retransmission that amended Law No. 195/2000 on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách):

Pursuant to Article 18 Specific Obligations of Public Service Broadcaster (3) A public service broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its television programme service, such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least: a) 50% of all programmes broadcast accompanied by hidden or exposed subtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes; b) 3% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by translation into sign language or broadcast in deaf sign language; c) 20% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by a voice commentary for the blind. 
Pursuant to Article 18a Specific Obligations of Licensed Broadcasters, a licensed broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its  programme service such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least : a) 10% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by hidden or displayedsubtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes or by translation into the deaf sign language or broadcast in deaf sign language; b) 3% of all broadcast programme accompanied by a voice commentary for the blind.
Pursuant to Article 18b Specific Obligations of Broadcasters and Providers of an On-demand Audiovisual Media Service to Mark Programmes with Multimodal Access (1), broadcasters and providers of an on-demand audiovisual media service shall clearly mark all programmes that are accompanied by hidden or displayed subtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes, are accompanied voice commentary for the blind or are translated into the sign language and shall notify to the Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission the way of marking of programmes.

Pursuant to Article 5 (1h) of Law No. 532/2010 on Slovak Radio and Television (Zákon č. 532/2010 o Rozhlase a televízii Slovenska), one of the main activities of Slovak Radio and Television is to take into consideration the needs of the hearing impaired and other social minorities in broadcasting.

Law No. 220/2007 on Digital Broadcasting of Programme Services and on Provision of Other Content Services via Digital Transmission (Zákon č. 220/2007 o digitálnom vysielaní programových služieb a poskytovaní iných obsahových služieb prostredníctvom digitálneho prenosu) regulates multimodal access through the following provisions: 
Pursuant to Article 4 Content Service and Responsibility for Content (7), multimodal access to program services is an auxiliary content service that is broadcast parallel to the applicable television program service providing access for deaf or blind to broadcast programmes or other components of a programme service paricularly through displayed or hidden subtitles, translation into deaf sign language and voice commentary for the blind; pursuant to Article 7 Electronic Public Administration Services Provided via Terrestrial Multiplex (3), a public administration organ that provides electronic public administration service via terrestrial multiplex shall also provide multimodal access to electronic public administration service provided in this manner.


	Does the law foresee training for election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	There is no special training of election officials, politicians and election committee members. Election committee members are public servants that must abide by Law No. 400/2009 on Civil Service (Zákon č. 400/2009 o štátnej službe) and respect human dignity in compliance with the Slovak Constitution.

The jurisdiction of the Central Electoral Commission is anchored in Article 15 of Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 Z.z. o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky). The paragraph fails to define any specific training materials for members of the electoral commission.

	Does the national strategy/action plan on disability cover the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	Based on the proposal of the Slovak Disability Council (Národná rada občanov so zdravotným postihnutím, NRZOP), the National Programme of Improving Living Conditions of Persons with Disabilities for the period of 2014-2020 sets out to ensure that all election procedures, facilities, spaces and materials are easily accessible to persons with disabilities. This is to be achieved via three specific objectives: 1) enable persons with disabilities to vote by secret ballot in all elections and referendums; 2) recommend all political parties and independent candidates to ensure ease of access of their websites and information materials; 3) recommend all broadcasters to provide hidden or open subtitles, sign language or voice commentaries to all election related broadcasts. The Ministry of Interior (Ministerstvo vnútra SR, MV SR) has been vested with the two former tasks while the latter one falls into competence of the Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission (Rada pre vysielanie a retransmisiu).  
This national strategy is concerned with increasing the accessibility of broader environment, transportation, information, goods and services for persons with disabilities. It foresees achieving the following specific objectives: 1) monitoring of accessibility of websites, 2) informatiion of public administration services, 3) ensuring accessibility of all buildings of public administration and of public transportation, 4) ensuring access of hearing impaired persons, 5) monitoring of multimodal access to television broadcasting, 6) ensure equal opportunities of persons with disabilities to participate in religious services, 7) identification and elimination of barriers in accessing information including communication with public administration.

Slovakia is currently drafting a new National disability programme for 2014-2017.
 Based on preliminary work, it seems that one goal will be to promote participation of persons with disabilities in political and social life, especially in terms of supporting the capacities of DPOs. However, whilst the government is working on new regulations for elections,
 it does not seem that these will address persons with disabilities explicitly, or cover conditions for exercising their political and participatory rights.

	Are all persons with disabilities, including those who have been deprived of their legal capacity, able to access redress and complaint mechanisms in cases where they have not been able to exercise the right to vote?
	It is possible to file a complaint with the Constitutional Court of the SR, and to address a complaint to the ward election committee. This complaint mechanism is the same for people with disabilities. 


II. PROCESS INDICATORS

	Process indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure that disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters? Please give details of the mechanisms through which DPOs are involved.
	Legal regulations and policies in electoral and other matters are consulted with these advisory government bodies: The Government Council for Human Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equality
, the Government Council for Non-Governmental Not-for-Profit Organisations
 and the Committee for Persons with a Disability
, which is a permanent advisory body of the Government Council for Human Rights, National Minorities and Gender Equality.

Consultation must take place Pursuant to Article 46 of Law No. 350/1996 Coll. on Standing Order of the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 350/1996 Z. z. o rokovacom poriadku Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky). This process is mandatory for committees of the National Council of the Slovak Republic.
The vice-chairman of the Committee for Disabled Persons is a disabled person himself. Considering that the Committee for Persons with Disability covers all DPOs in Slovakia, we may assume that DPOs are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters.

Pursuant to Article 46 of Law No. 350/1996 Coll. on Standing Order of the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č.350/1996 Z. z. o rokovacom poriadku Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), the committees of the National Council (3) submit their proposals, initiatives and positions to the National Council; they may also submit them to the chairman of the National Council. Pursuant to Article 47 of the same law (2), members of the cabinet and heads of other central state administration organs shall inform the committee within 30 days, if the committee has not stipulated a longer time limit, of the measures adopted in line with its recommendations; (3) If the committee has not received the required information within the time limit stipulated in compliance with Paragraph 2 or if the committee is not satisfied with it, it may submit its recommendation to the National Council.
Organisations representing rights of persons with disability can also take part in a standard inter-ministerial comment procedure. The comments and amendments proposed by the general public are not legally binding for legislative organs, which are therefore not obliged to take them into account.
The Committee did not discuss electoral issues, as they were not included in the Committee’s agenda.


	Have national judicial redress mechanisms considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	Not a single institution (Institute for Labour and Family Research, Slovak Disability Council, Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union and Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR) has information on judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of people with disability available.
 

The official website of the Ministry of Justice features an application that allows for searching court decisions; however, the search requires inserting the file code, the date of issuing the verdict, the identification number of the court file, etc.


	Have national non-judicial redress mechanisms (e.g. National Human Rights Institutions, Equality Bodies, Ombuds institutions) considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	The Office of the Public Defender of Rights does not have access to non-judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of people with disability.
The Slovak National Centre for Human Rights has not commented on the issue. 

The Institute for Labour and Family Research, The Slovak Disability Council and The Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union does not have access to non-judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of people with disability.


	Is information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities? 
	Information on filing complaints are included in Law No. 9/2010 Coll. on Complaints (Zákon č. 9/2010 Z.z O sťažnostiach)
 and in the directive regarding the implementation of Law No. 9/2010 Coll. on Complaints (Smernicou k aplikácii zákona č. 9/2010 Z.z O sťažnostiach).

Information on filing complaints is available at the website of the Constitutional Court of the SR.
 
The Constitutional Court takes part in the in Operational Programme Information Society that should allow all persons with disability to use the possibilities of e-Government.

There is no information available on whether citizens with disabilities evaluated the official website of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic.

The Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic forms part of the country’s public administration system and is subject to Law No. 275/2006 Coll. on Information Systems of Public Administration (Zákon č. 275/2006 Z.z. o informačných systémoch verejnej správy),.
Mandatory accessibility requirements are defined in Article 14, Web content accessibility, of the Decree of Ministry of Finance of the SR No. 312/2010 Coll. on Standards for Public Administration Information Systems (Výnos MF SR č. 312/2010 Z.z. o štandardoch). All details of accessibility requirements are set forth in Annex No. 1 of the abovementioned decree and are currently valid.


III. OUTCOME INDICATORS
	Outcome indicators
	Source and supporting information

	What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent municipal elections and in the 2009 European Parliament elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?

What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent national elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?
	This type of statistics is not kept in the SR. The participation in the elections is voluntary and there are no statistics of persons with disabilities participating in the elections.

During the most recent parliamentary elections in 2012, the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic created a statistical section entitled Overall Voting Results for the Slovak Republic. The section features data on the number of eligible voters who took part in the voting (2,596,443) and the number of eligible voters who voted in person (2,587,198). The total number of eligible voters who did not vote in person reached 9,245.

With respect to elections to the European Parliament and elections to organs of regional self-governance, the Statistical Office of the Slovak Republic does not keep the same type of statistics as in the case of elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic.

	How many members of the current national parliament identify as having a disability?
	This type of statistics is not kept in the SR. Yet, it is well-known that in the election term 2006–2010 there was an MP with a disability. He was wheelchair user.


	How many members of current municipal governments identify as having a disability?
	This type of statistics is not kept in Slovakia and we are not aware of any member of municipal government with disability.

The Association of Slovak Towns and Villages was unable to supply the information on how many members of municipal governments identified themselves as persons with disabilities.


	What proportion of polling stations is accessible for persons with disabilities? Please indicate whether polling stations are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc)
	The information of this kind is not statistically examined in Slovakia; however, the valid law spells out various alternative solutions regarding the suffrage of persons with disabilities.

Pursuant to Article 30 Voting of Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 Z.z. o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), (6) the voters who are unable to fill out the ballot themselves as the result of their disability are entitled to be accompanied behind the screen by another person, provided that person is not a member of the district electoral commission, who fill out the ballot in compliance with their instructions and insert it into the envelope; (8) the voters with material limitations, particularly disability, may ask the district electoral commission to allow them to vote away from the polling station. To such voters, the district electoral commission shall dispatch at least two of its members equipped with a portable ballot box, official ballots and envelopes; (9) the voters who are unable to insert the ballot into the ballot box themselves as the result of their disability may ask another voter, provided that voter is not a member of the district electoral commission, to insert the ballot into the ballot box on their behalf and in their presence.

	Does the website to provide instructions for voting and information on candidates run by the ministry responsible for organising elections meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)?
	The website providing instructions for voting and information on candidates is run by Ministry of Interior of the SR. With respect to the fact that Ministry is a state administration body, it is obliged to ensure accessibility of public information for persons with disability in accordance with Article 3 of Law No. 275/2006 Coll. on Public Administration Information Systems (Zákon č. 275/2006 Z.z. o informačných systémoch verejnej správy) and Article 14 of Decree of Ministry of Finance of the SR No. 312/2010 Coll. on Standards for Public Administration Information Systems (Výnos MF SR č. 312/2010 Z.z. o štandardoch pre informačné systémy verejnej správy). All accessibility standards are set forth in Annex No. 1 of the decree.

Accessibility of the official website has been tested and evaluated as complying with standards of the World Wide Web consortium regarding website accessibility for citizens with disabilities.


	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has national language subtitles?
	In Slovakia, providing instructions for voting and information on candidates to persons with disability is not regulated by a special provision, in general it is governed by Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách). Under these legal regulations, the broadcaster shall ensure that certain part of broadcast programmes is also available to persons with disabilities (e.g. hidden or open titles, sign language, etc.).

Pursuant to Article 18 of Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách), (3) A public service broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its television programme service, such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least a) 50% of all programmes broadcast accompanied by hidden or displayed subtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes. 
Pursuant to Article § 18a A licensed broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its programme service such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at leasta) 10% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by hidden or displayed subtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes or by translation into deaf sign language or broadcast in deaf sign language. 

The Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission keeps statistics on the program broadcast by television program services. The statistics spells out the number of broadcasts with multimodal access that should be broadcast by public service broadcaster and licensed broadcasters in compliance with Law No. 308/2000 on Broadcasting and Retransmission. It also features figures on the actual number of broadcasts with multimodal access. 

The public service broadcaster in Slovak republic is RTVS. It has two organizational units STV 1 and STV 2. As of April 2012, 61.66% of the STV 1 programme services were broadcasted with subtitles while it was 59.31% in the case of STV 2. In the case of private broadcasters Markiza, Doma, JOJ and JOJ Plus subtitles and sign language are monitored together; it is therefore impossible to separately assess the share of programme services broadcasted with subtitles and with sign language. As of June 2012, the highest share of programme services in multimodal access was broadcasted by TV JOJ (17.9%). TV JOJ Plus did not meet the criteria for a minimum standard for broadcasting in multimodal access - only 8.3% as of June 2012. TV Doma and TV Markiza met the criteria of the minimum standard.


	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has audio description?
	In the SR, providing instructions for voting and information on candidates to persons with disability is not regulated by a special provision, in general it is governed by Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách). Under these legal regulations, the broadcaster shall ensure that certain part of broadcast programmes is also available to persons with disabilities (e.g. hidden or open titles, sign language, etc.).

Pursuant to Article 18 of Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách), (3) A public service broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its television programme service, such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least c) 20% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by a voice commentary for the blind. 
Pursuant to Article § 18a a licensed broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its programme service such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least

b) 3% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by a voice commentary for the blind.

The Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission keeps statistics on the program broadcast by television program services. 

The public service broadcaster in Slovak republic is RTVS. It has two organizational units STV 1 and STV 2. As of May 2012 STV 1 broadcasted 21.87% of its programme services with a voice commentary while it was 24.36% in the case of STV 2 in April. Licensed broadcasters Markize, Doma, JOJ and JOJ Plus met the minimum standard of broadcasting with a voice commentary. As of May 2012, TV JOJ broadcasted 15.5% of its programme services with a voice commentary.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has sign language interpretation?
	In the SR, providing instructions for voting and information on candidates to persons with disability is not regulated by a special provision, in general it is governed by Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000o telekomunikáciách). Under these legal regulations, the broadcaster shall ensure that certain part of broadcast programmes is also available to persons with disabilities (e.g. hidden or open titles, sign language, etc.).

Pursuant to Article 18 of Law No. 308/2000 Coll. on Broadcasting and Retransmission and on amendment to Law No. 195/2000 Coll. on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. 195/2000 o telekomunikáciách), (3) A public service broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its television programme service, such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least b) 3% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by translation into deaf sign language or broadcast in deaf sign language. 
Pursuant to Article § 18a a licensed broadcaster shall have the duty to ensure multimodal access to its programme service such that in every television programme service that it broadcasts digitally, are at least a) 10% of all broadcast programmes accompanied by hidden or displayed subtitles that correspond to the plot of broadcast programmes or by translation into deaf sign language or broadcast in deaf sign language. 
The Council for Broadcasting and Retransmission keeps statistics on the program broadcast by television program services. The public service broadcaster in Slovak republic is RTVS. It has two organizational units STV 1 and STV. As of May 2012 STV 1 broadcasted 4.53% of its programme services in sign language while it was 11.31% in the case of STV 2 in April. In the case of licensed broadcasters (Markiza, Doma, Joj, Joj Plus) subtitles and sign language are monitored as a whole; it is therefore impossible to separately assess the share of programme services broadcasted with subtitles and in sign language.

	How many political parties, out of the total who participated in the most recent European Parliament and municipal elections, made their manifesto/campaign material accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. large print, braille, easy-to-read, audio versions etc)?
	2 in EP elections, 1 in municipal elections.

Since Law No. 211/2000 Coll. on Free Access to Information (Zákon č. 211/2000 Z.z. o slobodnom prístupe k informáciám) does not apply to political parties
, they are not obliged to reply to requests. With respect to this fact it was impossible to receive information from all political parties. Data collection was also hampered by the dissolution of political parties and invalid contact information. 
In the most recent EP elections, 17 political parties contested,
 out of which 3 parties ceased to exist and 1 party is in liquidation. Six political parties did not make their election manifesto and materials available, 5 parties failed to respond to the request for information. Only 2 political parties made election materials partially accessible to persons with disabilities, namely the Christian and Democratic Movement (hereinafter “KDH”) and SMER-Social Democracy (hereinafter “SMER-SD”).

The election manifesto of KDH in the 2009 EP elections was available in both print and digital formats, in large and small form. The major part of the manifesto was presented in the media in audio version.

Election manifesto of SMER-SD party in the 2009 EP elections was not available in Braille and the material as a whole was not presented in audio version; yet, selected materials were presented in large print, or in audio-video version.

In municipal elections, election materials are not published centrally, as the campaign is led by individual candidates in polling districts and the headquarters of political parties do not have requested information available. In the municipal elections, 49 political parties contested,
 out of which 12 political parties ceased to exist and 2 parties are in liquidation, therefore it is impossible to contact them. Thirteen political parties did not make their election manifesto and materials available, 21 parties failed to respond to the request for information. Only 1 political party made election materials partially accessible to persons with disabilities, namely KDH.

The election manifesto of KDH in the 2010 municipal elections was available in both print and digital formats, in large and small form. Major part of the manifesto was presented in both media and audio form.


	What proportion of public authority national and municipal buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities?
	This type of statistics is not kept in the SR, and therefore the information is not available.


	How many complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012? What proportion of these complaints was successful?
	The Central Electoral Commission and the Ministry of Interior of the SR do not have the authority to decide on complaints relating to infringements of active or passive right to vote of persons with disability; in 2012 they did not receive any complaint.

Adjudication on complaints regarding unlawfulness or unconstitutionality of elections is in the exclusive jurisdiction of the Constitutional Court of the Slovak Republic. 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166" ��http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166� and


� HYPERLINK "http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en" ��http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en�


� �HYPERLINK "http://www.zakonypreludi.sk/zz/2003-331"�Slovakia,� Law No. 331/2003 Coll. on Elections to the European Parliament (Zákon č. 331/2003 Z.z. o voľbách do Európskeho parlamentu), 5.8.2003.


� Slovakia, Law No. 333/2004 Coll. on Elections to the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 333/2004 Z.z. o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), 13.5.2004.�HYPERLINK "http://www.minv.sk/?volby-nrsr&subor=28282%E2%80%8E"��


�Slovakia, Law No. 303/2001 Coll. on Elections to the Bodies of Self-governing Regions and on the amendment to the Code of Civil Procedure (Zákon č. 303/2001 Z.z. o voľbách do orgánov samosprávnych krajov a o doplnení Občianskeho súdneho poriadku), �HYPERLINK "http://www.minv.sk/?volby-vuc&subor=28281%E2%80%8E"�4.� 7. 2008.


� Slovakia, Law No. 346/1990 Coll. on Elections to the Municipal Bodies (Zákon č. 346/1990 Zb. o voľbách do orgánov samosprávy obcí), 28. 8. 1990.


�Slovakia Law No. 564/1992 Coll. on Referendum  (Zákon č. 564/1992 Zb. o spôsobe vykonania referenda), 11. 121992.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130308STO06280/html/How-many-MEPs-will-each-country-get-after-European-Parliament-elections-in-2014" ��http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/headlines/content/20130308STO06280/html/How-many-MEPs-will-each-country-get-after-European-Parliament-elections-in-2014�


� Act of the Slovak Republic on European Parliamentary Elections (No. 331/2003 in the Collection of Laws) as amended. For an English translation, see http://www.venice.coe.int/EL/LAWS/EL_LAW_SVK_0101.2003_%20PARLELEC_PARLELEC_e.htm#_ftn5


� Slovakia, Law No. 333/2004 on the elections to the National Parliament of the Slovak Republic, Article 2, Paragraph (2) c) (Zákon č. 333/2004 o voľbách do Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), 13.5.2004.


� For more information on the Citizen´s Initiative “I don´t want to but I have to” (“Nechcem ale musim”), see �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\graneal\\Downloads\\www.nechcemalemusim.sk\\docs\\osnova1.pdf,"��www.nechcemalemusim.sk/docs/osnova1.pdf,� p. 4. 


� Slovakia, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic (Ministerstvo práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny SR) (2012): Initial State Report of the Slovak Republic on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (Východisková správa Slovenskej Republiky k dohovoru o právach osôb so zdravotným postihnutím) p. 86.


� Slovakia/zákon 346/1990 (28.08.1990) Article 2,


� Slovakia/zákon 303/2001 (04.07.2001).


� Slovakia, Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic (Ministerstvo práce, sociálnych vecí a rodiny SR) (2012) Východisková správa Slovenskej Republiky k dohovoru o právach osôb so zdravotným postihnutím 2012, p. 71. 


� The information was supplied via telephone interview with Gabriela Rerková, Editor-in-Chief of the Slovak Library of Matej Hrebenda for Blind People based in Levoča, on 16 August 2012. 


�The Central Portal of Public Administration [Ústredný portal verejnej správy Slovenskej republiky] (2010). See also Question No. 2 of the Slovak response to a request for a Thematic Study of the UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights on Political Participation of Persons with Disabilities, available at: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponseSlovakRepublic.pdf ()


� Slovakia, Law No. 275/2006 Coll. on Public Administration Information Systems (Zákon č. 275/2006 Z.z. o informačných systémoch verejnej správy), Pragraph  3, Odstavec 1 a 3, 20.5.2006.� HYPERLINK "http://www.vyvlastnenie.sk/predpisy/zakon-o-informacnych-systemoch-verejnej-spravy/" ��


� Slovakia, Law No. 308/2000 on Broadcasting and Retransmission that Amended Law No. 195/2000 on Telecommunications (Zákon č. 308/2000 o vysielaní a retransmisii a o zmene zákona č. � HYPERLINK "aspi://module='ASPI'&link='195/2000%20Z.z.'&ucin-k-dni='31.12.2013'" �195/2000� o telekomunikáciách), Paragraphs 18, 18a, 18b, 14.9.2000.


� Slovakia, Law No. 532/2010 on Slovak Radio and Television (Zákon č. 532/2010 o Rozhlase a televízii Slovenska), Paragraph 5, Odstavec 1, 15.12.2010.


� Slovakia, Law No. 220/2007 on Digital Broadcasting of Programme Services and on Provision of Other Content Services through Digital Broadcasting regulates multimodal access (Zákon č. 220/2007 o digitálnom vysielaní programových služieb a poskytovaní iných obsahových služieb prostredníctvom digitálneho prenosu), Paragraf 4, Odstavec 7 a Paragraf 7, Odstavec 3, 29.3.2007.


� Slovakia, Law No. 400/2009 of the Civil Service (Zákon č. 400/2009 o štátnej službe), 20.10.2009.


� FRA Annual Report 2013, forthcoming.


� A document which has been approved by the Slovak government is expected to be published in early 2014.


� Basic principles of drafted acts on elections, elections campaign and political parties (Základné princípy navrhovaných právnych úprav k voľbám, volebnej kampani a politickým stranám. Available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.minv.sk/?tlacove-spravy&sprava=zakladne-principy-navrhovanych-pravnych-uprav-k-volbam-volebnej-kampani-a-politickym-stranam" �http://www.minv.sk/?tlacove-spravy&sprava=zakladne-principy-navrhovanych-pravnych-uprav-k-volbam-volebnej-kampani-a-politickym-stranam� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.radavladylp.gov.sk/" �www.radavladylp.gov.sk/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.tretisektor.gov.sk/rada-pre-mimovladne-neziskove-organizacie/" �www.tretisektor.gov.sk/rada-pre-mimovladne-neziskove-organizacie/�


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.employment.gov.sk/vybor-pre-osoby-so-zdravotnym-postihnutim.html" �www.employment.gov.sk/vybor-pre-osoby-so-zdravotnym-postihnutim.html�


� Slovakia, Law No. . 350/1996 Coll. on Standing Order of the National Council of the Slovak Republic (Zákon č. 350/1996 Z. z. o rokovacom poriadku Národnej rady Slovenskej republiky), 23.9.2013.


� Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR, Communication and PR Department, information received based on mail communication dated 16 July 2013.


� Information received based on e-mail and mail communication with the Institute for Labour and Family Research dated 12 July 2013, with Slovak Disability Council and Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union dated 17 July 2013, and with Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the SR dated 16 July 2013.


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.justice.gov.sk/Stranky/Sudne-rozhodnutia/Sudne-rozhodnutia.aspx" �www.justice.gov.sk/Stranky/Sudne-rozhodnutia/Sudne-rozhodnutia.aspx�


� Public Defender of Rights, information received based on e-mail communication dated 12 July 2013.


� Information received based on e-mail and mail communication with the Institute for Labour and Family Research dated 12 July 2013, with the Slovak Disability Council and the Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union dated 17 July 2013.


� Slovakia, Law No. 9/2010 Coll. on Complaints (Zákon č. 9/2010 Z.z O sťažnostiach), 4.12.2009. 


� Slovakia, Law No. 9/2010 Coll. on Complaints (Smernica k aplikácii zákona č. 9/2010 Z.z O sťažnostiach)


� � HYPERLINK "http://portal.concourt.sk/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=1278026" ��http://portal.concourt.sk/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=1278026� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://portal.concourt.sk/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=15598031" ��http://portal.concourt.sk/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=15598031�


� The information was provided by the management of the Operational Programme Information Society, in a telephone interview on September 10, 2013.


� Information received based on mail and phone communication with the Institute for Labour and Family Research dated 12 July 2013, with Slovak Disability Council and Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union dated 17 July 2013, and with the Statistical Office of the SR dated 12 July 2013.


� � HYPERLINK "http://app.statistics.sk/nrsr2012/sr/tab1.jsp?lang=sk" �app.statistics.sk/nrsr2012/sr/tab1.jsp?lang=sk�


� Information received based on mail communication with the Institute for Labour and Family Research dated 12 July 2013, and with Slovak Disability Council and Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union dated 17 July 2013.


� Information received based on mail communication with Institute for Labour and Family Research dated 12 July 2013, and with Slovak Disability Council and Slovak Blind and Partially Sighted Union dated 17 July 2013.


� The information was retrieved during a telephone interview with the Office of Association of Slovak Towns and Villages on September 10, 2013.


� The information was retrieved based on e-mail correspondence with the Institute for the Research of Labour and Family on July 12, 2013, the National Council of Disabled Citizens of the Slovak Republic and the Slovak Union of Blind and Weak-Sighted on July 17, 2013.


� �HYPERLINK "C:\\Users\\graneal\\Downloads\\www.minv.sk\\?vyhlasenie-o-pristupnosti"��www.minv.sk/?vyhlasenie-o-pristupnosti� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.rvr.sk//_cms/data/modules/download/1353946268_Statistika_za_2._stvrtrok_2012.pdf" �www.rvr.sk//_cms/data/modules/download/1353946268_Statistika_za_2._stvrtrok_2012.pdf�


� Slovakia, Law No. 211/2000 Coll. on Free Access to Information (Zákon č. 211/2000 Z.z. o slobodnom prístupe k informáciám), 13.7.2000.


� �HYPERLINK "http://volby.sme.sk/c/4866521/programy-slovenskych-stran-pre-eurovolby.html"�volby.sme.sk/c/4866521/programy-slovenskych-stran-pre-eurovolby.html�


� Information received based in mail and phone communication with political parties. 


� KDH party, information received based on mail communication dated 17 July 2013.


� SMER-SD party, information received based on mail communication dated 16 July 2013.


� �HYPERLINK "http://app.statistics.sk/kv2010/info/strany.jsp?lang=sk"��app.statistics.sk/kv2010/info/strany.jsp?lang=sk� 


� Information received based on mail and phone communication with political parties.


� KDH party, information received based on mail communication dated 17 July 2013.


� Statistic Office of the SR, information received based on mail communication dated 12 July 2013.


�  Central Electoral Commission and Ministry of Interior of the SR, information received based on e-mail communication dated 16 July 2013.





