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I. STRUCTURE INDICATORS 
	Structure indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Has Portugal ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 29? Please give details of any reservation.
	Ratified 23 Sep 2009 without a reservation.
 

	Has Portugal ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 12? Please give details of any reservation.
	Ratified 23 Sep 2009 without a reservation.
 


	Has Portugal ratified the CRPD without a reservation to Article 9? Please give details of any reservation.
	Ratified 23 Sep 2009 without a reservation.



	Please indicate the legislation which applies to European Parliament and municipal elections in your country. Please highlight possible amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.

Does the same law apply for national, federal, local and regional elections, and referendums?
	Electoral Law to European Parliament: Electoral Law 14/87 of 29 April amended by Law 9/94 of March and by Organic Laws 1/ 99 of 22 June, 1/2005 of 5 January, and 1/2011 of 30 January
. According to article 1 “The election of the members of the European Parliament is also governed by the relevant Community rules and, in the part not laid down in those rules or in which the same rules refer to national legislation, by the rules governing the election of members of the Assembly of the Republic, with the necessary adaptations”. 

Up to the time of writing there were no amendments in view of the 2014 European Parliament elections.

Electoral Law to municipal elections: Electoral Law 1/2001 of 14 August amended by Organic Laws 5-A/2001 of 26 November, 3/2005 of 29 August, 3/2010, of 15 December, and 1/2011 of 30 November.

The national referendums are governed by Law 15-A/98 of 3 April, amended by Organic Laws 4/2005 of 8 December, 3/2010 of 15 December, and 1/2011 of 30 November


	Is there a requirement under law to register to vote? If so, please specify the relevant legislation.
	The exercise of the right to vote depends on registration to vote.
 Every national citizen, living in the national territory, aged over 17 years of age, is automatically registered in the electoral registration database. The necessary information for that purpose should be gathered on the citizen card’s common services platform. Registering to vote is voluntary to the national citizens living abroad, to the non-nationals of the Portuguese State, EU citizens living in Portugal and other foreign citizens living in Portugal.
 

	Is there any limitation foreseen by law which could affect the right of persons with disabilities to vote in European Parliament and municipal elections? Please give details of any restrictions on the right to vote of persons with disabilities, including any link between a particular type of impairment (e.g. psychosocial/intellectual disability) or substituted decision making (e.g. loss of legal capacity, placement under guardianship)and the right to vote in elections.

Does the same law regarding voting rights apply for national, local/regional elections and referendums?
	Article 49 (1) Constitution of the Republic of Portugal
 states: “Every citizen who has attained the age of eighteen years has the right to vote, subject to the incapacities provided for in the general law.”

Article 71 stipulates: “1. Citizens who have physical or mental disabilities shall enjoy all the rights and be subject to all the duties contained in this Constitution, except to the extent that their disability renders them unfit to exercise or perform them.” 

Art. 2 Parliamentary Election Law
 on Incapacities to vote states: 
The following are not eligible to vote: 

a) Persons who are barred by a sentence that has transited in rem judicatam; 

b) Persons who are clearly acknowledged to be demented, even if they are not barred by a sentence, when they are committed to a psychiatric establishment or are declared to be demented by a medical board composed of two doctors; 

c) Persons who are deprived of political rights by a judicial decision that has transited in rem judicatam.
Article 30 of the Electoral Law to Municipal Elections on Incapacities contains the same provision
.
In its response to a questionnaire for the OHCHR Thematic Study on the Political Participation of persons with Disabilities
, Portugal stated: “Electoral Law contemplates as well the possibility of disqualification from voting based on Mental Disability in the following cases: insanity, inability to manage own affairs and in the case of deprivation of political rights.”

The Portuguese Ombudsman (Provedor de Justiça) answered the question of whether “aware of any restrictions on the right of persons with disabilities to vote and be elected”: “There are no such restrictions in the Portuguese legal framework. In fact, if there were similar restrictions imposed by the law they would violate the Constitution of the Portuguese Republic, particularly article 13 (Principle of Equality).”

There are no legislative developments regarding the limitation of voting rights in case of disability.

	Do all persons with disabilities have the right, under law, to stand for and be elected to public office, in municipal elections, on an equal basis with others? And in elections to the European Parliament?
Does the same election law apply for other elections (e.g. national, local and regional) and referendums?
	Pursuant to Article 4, Parliamentary Election Law
, and Article 5, Electoral Law to Municipal Elections
 the right to be elected in elections for the European Parliament and municipal elections, respectively, depend on the right to vote. 

Any citizens disqualified from standing for election under the legislation applying to elections to the Assembly of the Republic is not entitled to stand for election in the European Parliament elections.


	Is there legislation in place regulating how people living in long-term institutions may vote?
	According to article 50 (9) of the Legal Framework for Electoral Registration
, “the psychiatric institutions send to the Directorate-General of Internal Administration information on the citizens  clearly and publicly known as mentally ill who are committed in that psychiatric institution, as well as on the citizens who are in that situation and who complete 17 years old”. It is up to the Directorate-General of Internal Administration – Ministry of Internal Administration (Direção Geral da Administração Interna, DGAI – Ministério da Administração Interna) to make the information regarding any changes related to these cases available to the electoral registration committees (article 50 (11)).

As any other persons who have the right to vote, persons living in institutions have the right to register to vote and the duty to check their register in the electoral registration; and in case of mistake or omission, ask for its correction (Legal Framework for Electoral Registration, articles 2 and 3).

According to the Electoral Law of the Assembly of the Republic, article 79-A (1) d persons who are registered to vote but, due to illness, are committed to the hospital and unable to go to the polling station, may vote in advance (). The provision is applicable to the election of the members of the European Parliament, under the article 1 of the Electoral Law of the European Parliament, and the Electoral Law of municipal elections, article 119. This advanced voting is performed with the assistance of the mayor of the municipal council where they are registered to vote.
 

	Is there a duty under law to provide reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities in voting procedures? For example, is there a duty to provide assistance at the polling station (e.g. braille or large print ballot papers, independent support person to assist with voting chosen by the person with a disability) or to allow for alternative means of voting (e.g. postal ballots, voting in advance, home-based voting, voting at institutions, mobile voting)?
	No official statistics were made available in the reference period.

The civil society project I Want to Vote Movement
 estimated that over 100,000 electors are prevented from exercise their voting rights due to the lack of appropriate access to the polling stations or due to the fact that the means used to vote (i.e. the ballot paper) is not adapted to their needs.

Following the most recent election for the President of the Republic, the Association of Blind and the Partially-Sighted of Portugal (Associação dos Cegos e Amblíopes de Portugal, ACAPO) issued a communiqué on 31 January 2011.
 According to this Communiqué, the voting rights of citizens with visual impairments were not awarded full equality and autonomy. The ACAPO therefore proposes that an accessible voting system is implemented: an alternative voting model composed of two items, the ordinary ballot paper and a Braille matrix. This will allow people with a visual disability to exercise their voting rights in a direct and secret way. 
Various initiatives of associations and political parties sought to introduce a system of voting involving a Braille version of the ballot paper, thus allowing the blind person to cast his/her vote him/herself. In 2009, the Parliament passed a Resolution (72/2009 of 14 August) where it recommended that the Government identify the illnesses and disabilities giving rise to special difficulties in gaining access to the polling booth, as well as better institutional and adequately legal remedies that allow all incapacitated citizens to exercise their full rights to vote directly, independently and secretly. The Electoral Commission has made the various election candidates and TV stations aware of the need to resort to subtitling or interpretation using sign language when transmitting election campaign broadcasts.


	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of internet and web-based information to ensure that public information is subject to accessibility requirements (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)
	The Base Law of the Legal Framework for Prevention, Habilitation, Rehabilitation and Participation of the Person with Disabilities establishes that it is the State’s responsibility to adopt, through the elaboration of a national plan for the promotion of accessibility, the specific necessary measures to ensure the access of the person with a disability to the information society.
 

It is a goal of the National Disability Strategy (Estratégia Nacional para a Deficiência, ENDEF) 2011-2013 that public information should be in adherence with WCAG 2.0 standards. Axis 4 – Accessibility and Design for All, Measure 106, foresees the development of the version 2.0 of the validation programme of the W3C guidelines for the web content accessibility.
 Information about the development of this measure and whether both public and private providers should be covered by these standards was not available. 
Neither was information on development of a national plan and deadline or timeframe for its development identified. 

	Is there a duty under law for public and private providers of media (including newspapers, TV, radio and internet) to ensure that their information and communications are subject to accessibility requirements?
	Law 27/2007 of 30 July, amended and republished by Law 8/2011 of 11 April, Lei da Televisão e dos Serviços Audiovisuais a Pedido (Law on Television and Audio Visual Services on Request), transposing the Directive 2007/65/CE) article 34 (3), Obligations of operators, applicable to all operators, establishes that the 
         “Regulatory Authority for the Media (Entidade reguladora para a Comunicação Social, ERC) defines, having heard the National Institute for Rehabilitation (Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação, INR)
 and the other persons with disability representing bodies, the television operators and the operators of audio visual services on request,  on the basis of a multi annual plan foreseeing its gradual compliance, (…), the set of obligations regarding the accessibility of the television services and audio visual services namely, and given the nature of the service, the use of subtitles, sign language interpretation, audio description or other adequate techniques, as well as regarding the availability of easily understandable menu navigation.” 
 

No further information on the nature of those obligations was identified.

	Is there legislation requiring that polling stations and voting processes be accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. a certain percentage of polling stations must be accessible, one polling station per electoral district must be accessible etc.)?

Please indicate whether the legislation requires that polling stations and voting processes are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups (e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc.).
	According to the Portuguese Electoral Commission (Comissão Nacional de Eleições, CNE), in all the laws to do with elections and referenda, it is laid down that i) the polling booths have to be accessible pursuant to the electoral laws, it falls to the Mayor to decide where polling stations should be set up provided that they are in public buildings, preferentially schools, town halls or parish halls, and offer the indispensable spatial and safety conditions and are accessible.
Whenever there is call for elections, the Electoral Commission recommends that all mayors recall the purpose of the legal rules and whenever necessary, adopt the required measures to ensure that the conditions meet accessibility criteria so that all voters, and particularly citizens with disabilities and citizens who have trouble in getting around, may at least use motorised means of dealing with architectural barriers); ii) there is a system of accompaniment when citizens with physical disabilities cast their votes (there is a special rule that states that it is possible for a voter to be accompanied if he/she has physical disabilities; companions may be another voter or someone the person with disabilities has chosen and who will faithfully uphold the procedures [filling in the ballot paper] and be sworn to secrecy. In cases where the illness or physical disability prevail,  but this condition has not been noticed by the polling table, although the voter arrives accompanied, the table may require a signed and stamped doctor’s certificate testifying as to the impaired citizen’s incapacity to vote by him/herself. Local health centres or clinics issuing such certificates have to be open on Election Day for this purpose).
 
The Electoral Commission also receive information about all the citizens who ask for advice on this topic whenever there are elections. On voting day, the Commission may make his presence felt among the members of a polling station table when a complaint about casting an accompanied vote is made.

	Does the law foresee training for election authorities and election officials on non-discrimination on the grounds of disability, accessibility and reasonable accommodation?
	Law 22/99 of 21 April, regulating the creation of pools of poll workers and the compensation of the members of the polling stations in elections and referendums, establishes that the Technical Secretariat for Electoral Procedures (Secretariado Técnico dos Assuntos para o Processo Eleitoral, STAPE) will give the poll workers civic training on electoral process matters, namely regarding the tasks to be performed by the polling stations staff (article 6).
 No information was available on the contents of the trainings or training material.

	Does the national strategy/action plan on disability cover the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?
	The Government in 2010 approved the National Strategy for Disability 2011-2013 (ENDEF). This strategy contemplates five strategic areas: 1. Disability and Multiple Discrimination; 2. Exercise of Rights and Justice; 3. Autonomy and Quality of Life; 4. Accessibility and Design for All; and 5. Administrative Modernization and Information System.
The second strategic area intends to review national legislation regarding elections, declaration of the status of insanity and inability and intends to change concepts concerning the deprivation of political rights. ENDEF pays special attention to particularly vulnerable groups who are subject to double or multiple discrimination, as in the case of children, women, aged persons, and immigrants with disabilities and impairments.


	Are all persons with disabilities, including those who have been deprived of their legal capacity, able to access redress and complaint mechanisms in cases where they have not been able to exercise the right to vote?
	Persons with disabilities deprived of their legal capacity, due to having been declared interdict by court judgment or to being recognised as demented, who are committed to a psychiatric institution, or are declared as such by a  board of two doctors (article 2 of the Parliamentary Electoral Law, see under 6), according to article 151 of the Civil Code,
 once ceased the cause that determined the interdiction, may request the termination of that interdiction to the court, by themselves or by the spouse, legal guardian, counsellor or any successor relative, or by the Public Prosecutor. Once terminated the interdiction, these persons may be registered in the polling station and may vote. 

Any voter, regardless of having a disability, registered in the polling station, may raise doubts or lodge a protest or complaint in written regarding the electoral operations in that polling station. The polling stations staff members are compelled to receive the complaint, sign it and attach it to the minutes. These complaints to the polling station’s staff are discussed and a compulsorily grounded resolution is made by absolute majority of the members present. (Electoral Law of the Assembly of the Republic, article 99, applicable to the election of the members of the European Parliament, under the article 1 of the Electoral Law of the European Parliament, and Electoral Law of municipal elections, article 121). 

Irregularities that occurred during voting and partial result collation process may only be open to challenge before the courts if they were subject of a written complaint or protest in the act when they occurred. (Electoral Law of the European Parliament, article 13 (1) and the Electoral Law of municipal elections, article 156 (1)).

The polling stations staff members who contribute to the admission to voting of anyone who does not have the right to vote or may not exercise this right in that polling station, as well as those who contribute to the exclusion of anyone who does have the right to vote, should be punished by a maximum imprisonment of two years or a maximum fine of 240 days. (Electoral Law of the Assembly of the Republic, applicable to the election of the members of the European Parliament, under the article 1 and 14 of the Electoral Law of the European Parliament, and Electoral Law of municipal elections, article 181). 


II. PROCESS INDICATORS
	Process indicators
	Source and supporting information

	Are there mechanisms in place to ensure that disabled people’s organisations (DPOs) are consulted and involved in the development of laws and policies in electoral matters? Please give details of the mechanisms through which DPOs are involved.
	According to article 4 (2) of Law 37/2004 of 13 August that amended Law 12/99 of 20 August, Law of the Associations of Disabled People (Lei da Associações das Pessoas Portadoras de Deficiência) () disabled people’s associations enjoy the status of social partners in the Economic and Social Council (Conselho Económico e Social, CES), and in other advisory bodies which operate adjoined to bodies with competences in the domains of disability prevention, rehabilitation and equalization of opportunities for persons with disabilities)
.

The National Confederation of Disabled Persons Organisations (Confederação Nacional dos Organismos de Deficientes, CNOD) is part of the CES, which is the consultation and social dialogue body in the area of economic and social policies. The CES it participates in the development of the major options and of the economic and social development plans. According to law, the CES gives its opinion on economic and social policies and namely has the right of initiative on all matters within its remit.

The former Coordination mechanism of the CRPD in Portugal, the National Council for the Rehabilitation and Integration of the People with Disabilities (Conselho Nacional para a Reabilitação e Integração das Pessoas com Deficiência) was extinct in 2011, by Decree-Law 126/2011 of 29 December (Decreto-Lei nº 126/2011, de 29 de dezembro) which provided for creation of the National Council for the Solidarity, Volunteering, Family, Rehabilitation and Social Security Policies. This new Council is not yet created. The Order 2178/2013 of 28 January, issued by the Office of the Secretary of State for Solidarity and Social Security (Gabinete do Secretário de Estado da Solidariedade e da Segurança Social) provides for the constitution of a Commission for Disability (Comissão para a Deficiência).    
This Commission will be in force until the operationalization of the National Council for the Solidarity, Volunteering, Family, Rehabilitation and Social Security Policies. The Commission is composed by the Government member responsible for the area of disability and rehabilitation, who presides; the president of the Board of Directors of the National Institute for Rehabilitation (INR); and a representative of the following NGOs: Portuguese Association for the Blind and Visually Impaired (Associação de Cegos e Amblíopes de Portugal , ACAPO);  Humanitas - Portuguese Federation for Mental Disability (Federação Portuguesa para a Deficiência Mental); and Portuguese Association of Persons with Disabilities (Associação Portuguesa de Deficientes, APD).


	Have national judicial redress mechanisms considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	No judgments of the Constitutional Court or of the Supreme Court of Justice dealing with the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were identified. The available information (in Justice Services' Financial and Asset Management Institute, Instituto de Gestão Financeira e Equipamentos da Justiça, I.P. – IGFEJ - Legal Documentary Databases, Bases Jurídico-Documentais, available at: www.dgsi.pt ) does not include judgements in lower courts.

	Have national non-judicial redress mechanisms (e.g. National Human Rights Institutions, Equality Bodies, Ombuds institutions) considered any cases related to the right to political participation of persons with disabilities?

Please give details of relevant case law and any available data on the number of such cases.
	No non-judicial decisions dealing with the right to political participation of persons with disabilities.

	Is information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities? 
	The Ombuds institution (Provedor de Justiça) runs the Citizen with Disabilities Line (Linha do Cidadão com Deficiência)
, which provides information on how to make a complaint to the Ombudsman office, on the specific rights and benefits or persons with disabilities, in terms of technical, social, health, education and other supports.

The main role of the Ombuds institution is the defence and promotion of the rights, freedoms, warranties and legitimate interests of the citizens, ensuring, by informal ways, the justice and the legality of the exercise of public powers. 
 Therefore, it has competence in the area of political participation of persons with disabilities.

An ad-hoc request for information on this question was sent by email to the CNE. The information provided in writing refers that the CNE may intercede with the polling stations staff whenever any complaint is made in the case of problems with exercising the right to accompanied voting by citizens suffering from disease or notorious physical disability.

Following an ad-hoc request for information, the Portuguese Disabled Persons Association (Associação Portuguesa de Deficientes, APD) replied in writing that the information about how and where to complain in the case of problems with exercising the right to political participation accessible to all persons with disabilities is not easily visible in the CNE’s webpage; a specific search is required in order to find it.


III. OUTCOME INDICATORS
	Outcome indicators
	Source and supporting information

	What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent municipal elections and in the 2009 European Parliament elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?

What was the voter turnout rate for persons with disabilities in the most recent national elections? How does this compare with the voter turnout rate among the general population?
	Not available.

	How many members of the current national parliament identify as having a disability?
	According to a reply in writing, following an ad-hoc request for information, one member of the Parliament pays a reduced Personal Income Tax  (Imposto sobre o Rendimento das Pessoas Singulares - IRS) due to disability (recognised incapacity equal or over 60%). Source: Technical Support and Secretarial Services Directorate of the Assembly of the Republic (Direção de Serviços de Apoio Técnico e de Secretariado (DSATS) da Assembleia da República)
.

	How many members of current municipal governments identify as having a disability?
	Not available.

	What proportion of polling stations is accessible for persons with disabilities? Please indicate whether polling stations are accessible for all persons with disabilities or for particular impairment groups e.g. persons with visual, hearing, physical impairments etc.)
	Not available.

There is no data available from national or local governments or election authorities, or other survey data on this question.

The CNE stressed that, in spite of the non-existence of official data, most cases received by the CNE [number of cases unknown] related to difficulties in exercising the right to vote experienced by persons with disabilities concern the lack of physical accessibility of the polling stations as well as the requirement made by the polling stations staff of a medical certificate of clear and publicly known disability.

The APD, in a written reply, although recognising that some municipalities have been making an effort to locate the polling stations in accessible places, states that there are still many polling stations not accessible for persons with disabilities. The APD also highlights the existing difficulties regarding accessibility for persons with physical impairments; and to persons with visual impairments given the lack of information in Braille in the ballot papers; these clearly limit the exercise of the right to vote.

The Portal Ajudas, in a written reply, gave information about the outcomes of two studies conducted by the I Want to Vote Movement.

One of these studies , ‘I Want to Vote Movement – To Vote is the Right of Everyone’ (Movimento Quero Votar - Votar é um direito de todos) [not available online] involved 1,320 old persons or persons with disabilities. Some of the main results:

· Over 80% of these persons are not able to exercise their right to vote without the help of another person. 

· Over 60% are forced to give information about his/her electoral choice, thus compromising confidentiality of voting. 

· In over 90% of the cases in which help was requested from the polling station staff, immediate help was not available, given their lack of awareness on how to proceed in these cases.

The second study,‘Barriers to the right to vote’ (Barreiras ao direito de sufrágio) [not available online] aimed at identifying physical barriers to the right to vote. Some of the main results:

· Over 90% of the persons with a physical impairment identified the existence of physical barriers. The main barriers are: stairs to access the polling stations; long and inaccessible routes to wheelchairs and other supports to mobility; inadequate furniture; steps and uneven grounds; lack of conditions and room for persons who must be accompanied by pet animals.

· Over 60% did not vote because of physical barriers.

· About 40% was able to exercise their right to vote but with the help of other persons.
The website of the I Want to Vote Movement estimates that over 100,000 electors are prevented from exercise their voting rights due to the lack of appropriate access to the polling stations or due to the fact that the means used to vote (i.e. the ballot paper) is not adapted to their needs.

Following the most recent election for the President of the Republic, the Association of Blind and the Partially-Sighted of Portugal (Associação dos Cegos e Amblíopes de Portugal, ACAPO) issued a communiqué on 31 January 2011.
 According to this Communiqué, once again in that election, the voting rights of citizens with visual impairments were not awarded full equality and autonomy. The ACAPO therefore proposes that an accessible voting system is implemented: an alternative voting model composed of two items, the ordinary ballot paper and a Braille matrix. This will allow people with a visual disability to exercise their voting rights in a direct and secret way. 

	Does the website to provide instructions for voting and information on candidates run by the ministry responsible for organising elections meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard)?
	· The accessibility of the CNE’s webpage has been included in its Activity Plans since 2012. [no information regarding particular standards available]. This concern has been articulated with the Foundation for Science and Technology (Fundação para a Ciência e Tecnologia, FCT) and with the INR. However, given the electoral calendar and the lack of human and financial resources, the necessary adaptations, which require contracting specialised services, were not yet made.

· The DGAI’s official webpage www.dgai.mai.gov.pt, the Voter’s Portal www.portaldoeleitor.pt, and the Electoral Registration Portal www.recenseamento.mai.gov.pt, containing instructions for voting, meet accessibility standards (e.g. equivalent to Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 2.0 AA standard. These websites do not contain information on candidates.


	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has national language subtitles?
	Not available.

Following an ad-hoc request for information, the public television broadcast Radio and Television of Portugal (Rádio e Televisão de Portugal, RTP) replied that the Electoral Campaign broadcasted is the responsibility of the political parties or movements,and is validated by the CNE. Still according to information provided in writing by the RTP, the Bloco de Esquerda [BE, Left Block] usually sends its campaign texts in separate to be sub-titled in the RTP’s pages used for that purpose.

The webpage of RTP includes information on the use of national language subtitles in its multimedia content and programmes. It does not indicate, however, which programmes are subtitled.
Similar information was not identified on the webpages of the private television broadcasts SIC and TVI.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has audio description?
	Not available.

The webpage of RTP includes information on the use of audio description in its multimedia content and programmes. 

Similar information was not identified on the webpages of the private television broadcasts SIC and TVI.

	What proportion of main public and/or private television broadcasts providing instructions for voting and information on candidates has sign language interpretation?
	Not available.

The RTP replied that the Electoral Campaign broadcasted is the responsibility of the political parties or movements, and is validated by the CNE. According to information provided in writing by the RTP, only some of the political parties use sign language interpretation in their broadcasting time, e.g. PCP/CDU and PSD. The Bloco de Esquerda usually sends its campaign texts in separate to be sub-titled in the RTP’s pages used for that purpose.

The webpage of RTP includes information on the use of sign language interpretation in its multimedia content and programmes. 

On the webpages of the private television broadcasts SIC and TVI, similar information could not be identified.

	How many political parties, out of the total who participated in the most recent European Parliament and municipal elections, made their manifesto/campaign material accessible to persons with disabilities (e.g. large print, braille, easy-to-read, audio versions etc.)?
	Not available.

No reply on this topic was received from the BE, the CDS-PP – Popular Party (CDS-PP – Partido Popular), and the Socialist Party (Partido Socialista, PS). 

The PSD replied in writing that it always uses audio versions and sign language interpretation in its campaign material.

The Green Party (Partido Ecologista «Os Verdes») replied in writing that it always uses sign language interpretation in its broadcasting times.

	What proportion of public authority national and municipal buildings is accessible to persons with disabilities?
	Not available.

This data is not publicly available in national statistics or surveys. 

Following an analysis of the 2011 Census questionnaire, an ad-hoc request for statistical data was sent to Statistics Portugal (Instituto Nacional de Estatística, INE). The reply received indicates that it is not possible to get data corresponding exactly to the question. The proxy data that could be obtained would only be provided against payment of the cost incurred in making that calculation; on the other hand, the data would not be provided in due time, given the deadline for the submission of this ad-hoc report. 

An ad-hoc request for information was also sent to the INR, which replied in writing that there was no data available on this topic.

The Portuguese Association for Consumer Protection,  (Associação Portuguesa para a Defesa do Consumidor, DECO) conducted a study on the accessibility of public authority buildings to persons with disabilities.
 The criteria used to determine whether public authority buildings are accessible for persons with disabilities: 

· outside the building: reserved parking places, dimensions, marks, inclination of the ground, and accessibility to the entrance;

· inside the building: stairs, ramps, lifts, corridors, obstacles, steps, waiting areas, width of doors, and tactile and acoustic information.   

The evaluation of 33 public buildings in five cities - Braga, Coimbra, Lisboa, Porto and Setúbal - was made between September and October 2010. The study concluded that none of these buildings is fully accessible to persons with disabilities. Major physical barriers were found in 23 of these public authority buildings.

	How many complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012? What proportion of these complaints were successful?
	According to written repliesreceived from the DGAI, the CNE and the Ombuds institution (Provedor de Justiça)   no complaints related to infringements of the right to political participation of persons with disabilities were recorded in 2012. 

The Ombuds institution for the 2011 Thematic Study of the OHCHR stated:

“[…] note that, under the Constitution and the Statute of the Portuguese Ombudsman (Law 9/91, of 9th April), the Ombudsman's activity results primarily of complaints that are submitted to him/her by the citizens. To a more limited extent, it also derives from the action of the Ombudsman acting on his/her own initiative, based on facts that he/she becomes aware of by any other means (e.g. NGO or media reports).
In this context, we would inform that problems concerning the aforementioned restrictions [restrictions on the right of persons with disabilities to vote and be elected] have never been raised before the Ombudsman, neither has he had knowledge of facts indicating inequality in political and public participation of persons with disabilities that would justify an own-initiative intervention. The only restrictions that could be mentioned, not generally but as specific problems in certain polling stations, have to do with accessibility and with architectural barriers that create difficulties in the exercise of voting rights. Still, the Portuguese Ombudsman has never received complaints about this particular subject.”

Similar email ad-hoc requests for information were sent to APD, ACAPO, CNOD, and Portal Ajudas. None of the replies of these disabled persons organisations mentions any complaint of this kind recorded in 2012.
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� HYPERLINK "http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en" �http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en� 


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166" �http://www.un.org/disabilities/countries.asp?navid=12&pid=166� and


� HYPERLINK "http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en" �http://treaties.un.org/Pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=IV-15&chapter=4&lang=en� 


� Portugal, Electoral Law to European Parliament (Lei Eleitoral do Parlmento Europeu), Electoral Law 14/87 of 29 April amended by Law 9/94 of March and by Organic Laws 1/ 99 of 22 June, 1/2005 of 5 January, and 1/2011 of 30 January , available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepe_2012.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lepe_2012.pdf� 


� Portugal, Electoral Law to Municipal Elections (Lei Eleitoral dos Órgãos das Autarquias Locais), Electoral Law 1/2001 of 14 August amended by Organic Laws 5-A/2001 of 26 November, 3/2005 of 29 August, 3/2010, of 15 December, and 1/2011 of 30 November, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf� 


� Portugal, Referendums Organic Law (Lei orgânica do Regime do Referendo), Lei 15-A/98 of 3 April, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lorr_2012_0.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_lorr_2012_0.pdf� 


�  Portugal, Legal Framework for Electoral Registration (Regime Jurídico do Recenseamento Eleitoral), Law 13/99 of 22 March amended by Law 3/2002 of 8 January, Organic Laws 4/2005 and 5/2005 of 8 September, and Law 47/2008 of 27 August, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_13_99_recenseamento_eleitoral_2008_2.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_13_99_recenseamento_eleitoral_2008_2.pdf�   


� Portugal, Legal Framework for Electoral Registration (Regime Jurídico do Recenseamento Eleitoral), Law 13/99 of 22 March amended by Law 3/2002 of 8 January, Organic Laws 4/2005 and 5/2005 of 8 September, and Law 47/2008 of 27 August, articles 3 (2) and 4, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_13_99_recenseamento_eleitoral_2008_2.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_13_99_recenseamento_eleitoral_2008_2.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/CRP/Constitution7th.pdf" �http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/CRP/Constitution7th.pdf� 


� Law 14/79, of 16 May, in its current wording, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/LeiEleitoralARen.pdf" �http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/LeiEleitoralARen.pdf� 


� Portugal, Electoral Law to Municipal Elections (Lei Eleitoral dos Órgãos das Autarquias Locais), Electoral Law 1/2001 of 14 August amended by Organic Laws 5-A/2001 of 26 November, 3/2005 of 29 August, 3/2010, of 15 December, and 1/2011 of 30 November, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf� 


� United Nations, Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (2011), Thematic study by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights on participation in political and public life by persons with disabilities, A/HRC/19/36, 21 December 2011, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/SubmissionThematicStudy/A.HRC.19.36_en.doc" ��http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/SubmissionThematicStudy/A.HRC.19.36_en.doc�


� Portugal (without a year), Response to the questionnaire of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponsePortugal.doc" �http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponsePortugal.doc�


� Portugal, Ombudsman (Provedor de Justiça) (without a year): Response to the questionnaire of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life, available at: http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/NHRIs/PortugueseOmbudsmanHumanRightsOfPersonsWithDisabilities.doc


� Law 14/79, of 16 May, in its current wording, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/LeiEleitoralARen.pdf" �http://www.en.parlamento.pt/Legislation/LeiEleitoralARen.pdf� 


� Portugal, Electoral Law to Municipal Elections (Lei Eleitoral dos Órgãos das Autarquias Locais), Electoral Law 1/2001 of 14 August amended by Organic Laws 5-A/2001 of 26 November, 3/2005 of 29 August, 3/2010, of 15 December, and 1/2011 of 30 November, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.elections2014.eu/en/in-the-member-states/Portugal/electoral-law" �http://www.elections2014.eu/en/in-the-member-states/Portugal/electoral-law� 


� Portugal, Legal Framework for Electoral Registration (Regime Jurídico do Recenseamento Eleitoral), Law 13/99 of 22 March amended by Law 3/2002 of 8 January, Organic Laws 4/2005 and 5/2005 of 8 September, and Law 47/2008 of 27 August, available at: www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_13_99_recenseamento_eleitoral_2008_2.pdf.   


� National Elections Commission (Comissão Nacional de Eleições - CNE), Frequently asked questions, “I am committed to the hospital or I am an inmate: how do I vote in advance? When do I vote?” (Perguntas frequentes, “Estou internado no hospital ou sou recluso, como voto antecipadamente? Quando voto?”), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/content/perguntas-frequentes-eleicoes-autarquicas" �www.cne.pt/content/perguntas-frequentes-eleicoes-autarquicas� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.handout.pt/projecto.asp?ID=7" �http://www.handout.pt/projecto.asp?ID=7�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.querovotar.com/default.asp" �www.querovotar.com/default.asp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.querovotar.com/default.asp" �www.querovotar.com/default.asp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.acapo.pt/miss-o-e-estrategia/representac-o-de-interesses" �www.acapo.pt/miss-o-e-estrategia/representac-o-de-interesses�


� Contribution of the National Focal Point to the FRA Annual Report 2013, forthcoming.


� Portugal, Base Law of the Legal Framework for Prevention, Habilitation, Rehabilitation and Participation of the Person with Disabilities (Lei de Bases do Regime Jurídico da Prevenção, Habilitação, Reabilitação e Participação da Pessoa com Deficiência), Law 38/2004 of August, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.idesporto.pt/DATA/DOCS/LEGISLACAO/Doc05_052.pdf" �www.idesporto.pt/DATA/DOCS/LEGISLACAO/Doc05_052.pdf� 


� Portugal, National Disability Strategy (2011-2013 (Estratégia Nacional para a Deficiência (2011-2013)), Resolution of the Council of Ministers 97/2010 of 14 December, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/rcm_0097_2010.htm" �www.inr.pt/bibliopac/diplomas/rcm_0097_2010.htm� 


� National Institute for Rehabilitation (Instituto Nacional para a Reabilitação – INR), � HYPERLINK "http://www.inr.pt" �www.inr.pt� 


� Portugal, Law on Television and Audio Visual Services on Request (Lei da Televisão e dos Serviços Audiovisuais a Pedido), Law 27/2007 of 30 July, amended and republished by Law 8/2011 of 11 April, available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/re_agentes_eleitorais2002.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/re_agentes_eleitorais2002.pdf� 


� Portugal, Law 1/2011 Electoral Law to Municipal Elections (Lei 1/2011 Eleitoral dos Órgãos das Autarquias Locais), 30 November 2011, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/legis_leoal_2012.pdf�. 


� Portugal, Poll workers. Regulating the creation of pools of poll workers and the compensation of the members of the polling stations in elections and referendums (Agentes eleitorais. Regula a criação de bolsas de agentes eleitorais e a compensação dos membros das mesas das assembleias ou secções de voto em actos eleitorais e referendários), Law 22/99 of 21 April, available at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/re_agentes_eleitorais2002.pdf" �www.cne.pt/sites/default/files/dl/re_agentes_eleitorais2002.pdf�.


� Portugal (without a year), Response to the questionnaire of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponsePortugal.doc" �http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/States/ResponsePortugal.doc�


� Portugal, Civil Code (Código Civil), Decree Law 47344/66 of 25 November, last amendment by Law 23/2013 of 5 March, available at:  www.pgdlisboa.pt/leis/lei_mostra_articulado.php?nid=775&tabela=leis.


� Portugal, Law of the Associations of Disabled People (Lei da Associações das Pessoas Portadoras de Deficiência), Law 37/2004 of 13 August that amended Law 12/99 of 20 August , available at: � HYPERLINK "http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2004/08/190A00/51845185.pdf" �http://dre.pt/pdf1s/2004/08/190A00/51845185.pdf� 


� Portugal, Law of the Economic and Social Council (Lei do Conselho Económico e Social), Law 108/91 of 17 August amended by Laws 80/98 of 24 November, 128/99 of 20 August,  12/2003 of 20 May and 37/2004 of 13 August, article 2 (1) b) and (2), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ces.pt/download/156/Lei%20108_91.pdf" �www.ces.pt/download/156/Lei%20108_91.pdf� 


� NFP contribution to FRA Annual Report 2013, forthcoming.


�  See � HYPERLINK "http://www.provedor-jus.pt/?idc=56" �www.provedor-jus.pt/?idc=56� 


� Portugal, Ombuds Status (Estatuto do Provedor de Justiça), Law 9/91 of 9 April, amended by Law 30/96 of 14 August, Law 52-A/2005 of 10 October  and Law  17/2013 of 18 February, article 1 (1), available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.provedor-jus.pt/?idc=81&idi=1380" �www.provedor-jus.pt/?idc=81&idi=1380� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.en.parlamento.pt/ManagmentParliament/index.html#Serv" �www.en.parlamento.pt/ManagmentParliament/index.html#Serv� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.querovotar.com/default.asp" �www.querovotar.com/default.asp� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://www.acapo.pt/miss-o-e-estrategia/representac-o-de-interesses" �www.acapo.pt/miss-o-e-estrategia/representac-o-de-interesses� 





� all information provided in writing, by the DGAI’s (Directorate-General of Internal Administration – Ministry of Internal Administration, Direção Geral da Administração Interna – Ministério da Administração Interna) Legal and Electoral Studies Unit.


� Portugal, Portuguese Association for Consumer Protection (Associação Portuguesa para a Defesa do Consumidor, DECO) (2011), Conditional access (Acesso condicionado), Protest [Proteste], nº 321, Lisboa, DECO, pp. 14-17.


� Portugal, Ombudsman (Provedor de Justiça) (without a year): Response to the questionnaire of the United Nations Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights on the participation of persons with disabilities in political and public life, available at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/NHRIs/PortugueseOmbudsmanHumanRightsOfPersonsWithDisabilities.doc" �http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Disability/PoliticalParticipation/NHRIs/PortugueseOmbudsmanHumanRightsOfPersonsWithDisabilities.doc� 
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